


 

 
POLICY PD 05 

 
DEPARTMENT 

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS 
TOWER POLICY 

PLANNING & 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

 

Page 2 of 3 PD05 
 

d. to establish a transparent, consistent and predictable framework for the evaluation 
of communications tower proposals that: 

i. discourages obtrusive communications towers within or adjacent to Heritage 
Areas and Environmentally Sensitive Areas; 

ii. encourages applicants to cooperate when expanding their networks, with an 
emphasis on tower and site co-location; 

iii. establishes a public notification and public consultation process to: 

 solicit comments on proposed communication towers, 

 provide an opportunity for applicants to engage in meaningful public 
consultation with affected residents and property owners, 

 address reasonable and relevant concerns; 
iv. encourage applicants to identify and resolve any potential land use, site 

selection, or design concerns at an early stage in the process; 
v. provide the information required to make a statement of concurrence or 

non-concurrence to Industry Canada that is consistent with the Industry 
Canada Client Procedures Circular, CPC-2-0-03, Radiocommunication and 
Broadcasting Antenna Systems (as amended); and 

vi. informs residents and property owners of relevant legislation that affects the 
placement and operation of communications towers. 
 

2. Administration shall: 
a. assist applicants by: 

i. providing information regarding the Saddle Hills County rural 
communications strategy; 

ii. helping applicants adhere to the public consultation process and policy 
guidelines;  

b. provide a letter of concurrence or non-concurrence based on the results of the 
consultation process, and the goals of Saddle Hills County. 
 

3. The Applicant shall: 
a. in accordance with Industry Canada’s mandate: 

i. adhere to municipal land use consultation processes; 
ii. adhere to the guidelines in this Policy in order to receive a statement of 

concurrence from Saddle Hills County; 
b. wherever possible: 

i. co-locate on existing towers; 
ii. build new towers to a standard which accommodates multiple wireless 

tenants; 
iii. avoid exclusivity agreements which limit access to other providers; 
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c. provide a co-location analysis satisfactory to the County which includes: 
i. a document stating all the potential co-location opportunities within an eight 

(8) kilometer radius; 
ii. a map showing the potential co-location opportunities; 

iii. documentary evidence explaining the non-viable co-location alternative to a 
new tower; 

d. provide a coverage analysis which shows: 
i. the townships to be served; 

ii. the number of potential residences and businesses to be served; 
e. obtain a development permit from Saddle Hills County for a communications tower 

and associated accessories which shall require (but is not limited to) the following: 
i. a minimum setback of thirty (30) meters from an Environmentally Sensitive 

Area; 
ii. a minimum setback between the tower base and occupied dwellings and 

roadways a distance equaling the tower height plus ten (10) percent of the 
tower height; 

iii. a varied setback between the tower base and occupied dwellings and 
roadways, as approved by the County, for non-guyed towers less than sixty 
(60) meters in height, based on site specific circumstances; 

iv. a minimum setback of one (1) meter from the property line to a guy wired 
anchor; 

v. other such setbacks and requirements as per the County’s Land Use Bylaw; 
f. where a tower height is proposed to be 30 metres or more, be responsible for a 

public consultation process which will include: 
i. hand delivering a notification package to all residents who reside within a 

distance equaling four times the tower height and offering to discuss the 
proposed tower. 

ii. mailing or hand delivering a notification package to all landowners/residents 
within a two (2) kilometer radius of the tower, subject to the above.  

iii. Publishing newspaper advertisements in a locally distributed paper for at 
least two consecutive weeks and allowing at least 30 days for written public 
comments. 

iv. providing a summary record to the County of issues and concerns along with 
the applicant’s responses; 

g. remove any communications towers within six months of cessation of use.  


