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Dealing With COVID-19 
Much like the rest of the world, Saddle Hills County 
has had to adapt and adjust to the realities of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Back in April, Council adopted its 
final budget for 2020 which was developed with the 
current global COVID-19 pandemic, and the resulting 
economic conditions, in mind.  

The unprecedented challenges have necessitated 
personnel adjustments at the County, which included 
reducing overtime, not filling vacant positions, limiting 
temporary and/or seasonal staffing and implementing 
a leave of absence for 15 full-time permanent staff 
members. We sincerely appreciate all the contributions 
of our employees and regret that this action has 
become necessary. 

Some of the major Operations and Environmental 
Services projects, which had been planned for 2020, 
were put on hold in a manner which would allow our 
agricultural producers and our industry partners to 
continue to function through the crisis and to be ready 
when things pick up.  

Others, such as the Savanna Water Treatment Plant 
project, major road repairs and culvert replacements 
and ongoing road maintenance have continued. 

Maintaining service levels at the highest level possible 
while keeping you and your family safe has been our 
number one priority.  

I know I speak for Council when I say that we take 
our responsibilities to our ratepayers very seriously. 
Through all of our budget discussions, financial 
prudence and the well-being of our citizens have been 
our guiding principles. 

We remain positive, the fundamentals in Saddle Hills 
County remain strong and, although we face uncertain 
times, we believe the actions have put our citizens, 
our ratepayers and our industry partners in a better 
position to weather this storm and share a safe and 
productive future together. 

Keep safe and stay healthy.

- Reeve Alvin Hubert

About Our Cover
Our cover photo was taken by Deputy Reeve Kristen 
Smith of her son Cash in their chicken coop last spring. 
Cash apparently has a real love for fresh spring farm 
babies.
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Operations Major Projects 2020
Despite some drastic changes due to COVID-19 Saddle 
Hills County’s Operations Department has completed a 
number of important capital projects in 2020 as well as 
maintaining our road infrastructure.

These include:

Bridge Files

• Replacement of Large Culvert at Rge. Rd. 63 
South of south of Hwy. 677 – Design in 2020. 
Construction in 2021

• Large Culvert replacement on Twp. Rd. 810 west of 
Rge. Rd. 112 

• Westmark Bridge Repairs, (completed Feb 2020)
• Temporary Large Culvert repair on Twp. Rd. 775 

East of Rge. Rd. 73

Construction Projects

• Road rebuild on Rge. Rd. 72 from Twp. Rd. 764 to 
771 

• Road Reconstruction of Rge. Rd. 134 from Hwy. 49 
south to Twp. Rd. 762

• Slide repairs where needed due to late spring 
rainfall

Environmental Services Major 
Projects 2020
The County’s Environmental Services Department has 
completed and continued working on a number of 
major capital projects in 2020.

These include:

• Savanna Water Plant and Truck Fill
• Bonanza Rural Water Project with Bonanza Water 

Plant Upgrades
• Completion of Woking Water Plant Upgrades
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Solid Waste And Recycling
Saddle Hills County operates an award-winning, multifaceted 
waste and recycling system which provides for the diverse needs of 
residents, businesses and industry in the County. 

Through a combination of collections sites, transfer stations and a 
number of programs including both a Single Stream Recycling and our 
Oil Recycling Program, the Environmental Services Department strives 
to answer the needs of all ratepayers and stakeholders.

Transfer Stations
Our transfer stations offer opportunities for residents, business and 
industry to dispose of a variety of solid waste and recyclables for 
free.

You may dispose of household waste including:
• Yard waste
• Vehicles
• Pesticide containers
• etc.

Collection Sites
A series of collection sites are spread throughout the County 
providing the opportunity to dispose of solid waste and recyclables 
in as convenient a location as possible for as many residents as 
possible. At each of these sites you will find waste collection bins 
and recycling bins designed to accommodate household waste and 
recycling.

Recycling
Saddle Hills County collects all recyclable items in one recycling 
container. This is described as Single Stream Recycle and offers an Oil 
Recycling Program at all of our transfer stations. The County began 
its co-mingled recycling program in 2017, where most food and 
beverage containers such as cardboard, paper, plastic, aluminum and 
steel cans are accepted together. 

New oil collection buildings were installed at our transfer stations in 
order to enhance and expand the County’s recycling initiative. 

The collection sites are located outside our transfer stations 
providing 24/7 availability and at other key locations around the 
County.

To find our transfer stations and collection sites simply visit the 
County website - 
https://www.saddlehills.ab.ca/en/our-community/transfer-stations-
and-collection-sites.aspx

Water Cistern Subsidy
Saddle Hills County provides a subsidy 
to residents to help cover the costs 
of installing a new water cistern. The 
subsidy covers 75% of the cost of 
installing a new water cistern up to a 
maximum of $5,000. 

This subsidy is available only on an 
individual residence basis. If more than 
one residence exists on the property 
in question, then each residence will 
require a separate application.

The Cistern Subsidy Application will 
be numbered in sequence and dealt 
with on a first-come first-served basis. 
In order to qualify for the Subsidy, the 
applicant requires pre-approval from 
Saddle Hills County prior to proceeding 
with the purchase and/or installation 
of a cistern and related components.

Upon completion of installation, 
the County reserves the right to 
independently verify the scope of 
work performed prior to releasing the 
subsidy funds.

To apply please fill out and submit 
Water Cistern Subsidy Application 
on the County website in the Forms 
section.
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Recycling in Saddle Hills County
Saddle Hills County’s collections sites and transfer stations  operate using 6-yard 
blue recycling bins.  We collect all recyclable items in one recycling container. This is 
described as Single Stream Recycle. Make sure that anything you recycle is clean, dry, 
and doesn't contain any food. 

Recycling is more than paper, plastics or cardboard. We recycle four materials that are difficult to dispose of and 
can be hazardous to the environment.

For more on what you can recycle at the County’s Transfer Stations and Collection Sites please visit the County 
website - https://www.saddlehills.ab.ca/en/our-community/recycling.aspx

We accept many materials at our Transfer Stations including:

• Tires
• Paint
• Metal
• Household appliances

• Refrigerators
• Stoves
• Washers
• Dryers
• Hot water tanks

• Propane bottles
• Batteries
• Plastic grain bags
• Agricultural pesticide and herbicide containers
• Oil plus containers and filters
• Glycol (antifreeze)
• Electronic waste

• Televisions
• Computers
• Printers
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DoMore.ag
Do More Ag is helping 
to realize this culture in 
agriculture by creating 
awareness about mental 
health and breaking the 
stigma that currently 
exists while building a 
community of support 
and resources for those 
impacted and affected. We will help all producers 
realize they are not alone and they have an entire 
industry behind them.

How can you Do More? Sometimes its as easy as being 
able to Talk More, Ask More and Listen More.

Looking Back At The Summer of 2020
To say the summer of 2020 was a trying one would 
be an understatement! With ongoing rain throughout 
the spring – finishing the 2019 harvest and seeding 
the 2020 crop was difficult and unfortunately in some 
cases unsuccessful. As we begin to get into the first few 
weeks of harvest, crop staging will be crucial. Putting 
up feed has not been an easy feat due to sporadic 
rains throughout most of the County. Reminder: Saddle 
Hills County rents out a forage probe to its producers 
for sampling! Going into fall; consider weed control – 
particularity Canada Thistle and other perennials that 
took advantage of bare fields this summer! 

To our agricultural producers; have a safe and successful 
harvest and please remember if you are having difficulties 
to reach out to one another or visit social media platforms 
such as: https://www.domore.ag/ and twitter to talk!

2019 Rural Development At A Glance
The Rural Development Department took a more 
positive approach to weed inspections in 2019 with an 
emphasis on working cooperatively with farmers to keep 
noxious and prohibited weeds to a minimum in Saddle 
Hills County.

“If we all work together to combat the spread of 
weeds on our lands, we all benefit,” says Agricultural 
Coordinator Dessa Nicholson.

Although wetter weather than usual meant that mowing 
took longer than normal, all roadside mowing was 
completed by early September.

The County has, so far, been spared when it comes to 
Clubroot infestation. More than 30 canola fields were 
inspected for Virulent Black leg and Clubroot last 
year with very low levels of virulent blackleg were 
found.  Pea disease levels were higher than expected 

due to wet conditions. Even though grasshoppers 
surveys showed very high populations, field reports 
and inspections revealed minimal impact to crops and 
pastures although some damage was evident.

Producers were encouraged to monitor fields to ensure 
the economic threshold  was reached before taking 
action against a large spike Bertha Armyworm numbers.

The County issued fewer weed notices in 2019 (57 down 
from 82) and for smaller infestations, staff picked and 
controlled the weeds before issuing a notice. Three 
Enforcement Notices were issued - one for Scentless 
Chamomile, one for Orange Hawkweed and one for 
Toadflax.  

A very wet fall and early snow caused much of the 
County’s crops to remain unharvested and, in November 
the County declared a Municipal Agricultural Disaster.

Saddle Hills County   Most Wanted Weeds - 2020

Scentless Chamomile Toadflax Ox-Eye Daisy Orange Hawkweed

Credit: domore.ag
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Designed with you in mind

The Search Bar is the Key

Your new website has been up and running since 
February and you’re using it as we’d hoped 

Our goal was to make sure you can find what you’re 
looking for as quickly and easily as possible.

Please tell us if we’ve succeeded.

The Search Bar

The Search Bar is the central part 
of the whole experience.

Simply type in what you’re looking 
for and our search function will 
find it for you. The A to Z Services 
feature performs the same function 
by listing all of our services alpha-
betically.

Report an Issue

The Report an Issue button will 
get you through to the department 
which can help you. We will get 
back to you within two business 
days.

We want to make your interactions 
with the County are as quick and 
helpful as possible. We’re here to 
serve you!

Lots more to discover

There’s lots more to discover on 
your new site so please, give it 
a test drive and tell us what you 
think.

We built it with you in mind and we 
will continue to improve it based 
on what you tell us.

We hope you like it.

Welcome home 

www.saddlehills.ab.ca
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County’s Fireworks Permission Bylaw Repealed 
At Council’s December 10, 2019 regular meeting Council 
began the process of repealing the County’s Fireworks 
Permission Bylaw. Second and third readings passed at 
the January 14th and 25th meetings. This means that, 
as of January 28, 2020 permits are no longer required, 
by Saddle Hills County, for the purchase, possession or 
discharge of “Consumer Fireworks”.

Growing the North Conference 
Council authorized attendance at the Growing the 
North Conference held in Grande Prairie on February 
19 and 20. This year several municipalities got 
together to promote by hosting a hospitality suite and 
producing a promotional video. Grande Prairie and 
the Central Peace including: County of Grande Prairie, 
the Town of Valleyview, the MD of Greenview, Birch 
Hills County 
and Saddle Hills 
County. 

Petroleum Associations Support For STARS Sponsorship 
Council instructed Administration to purchase a table 
for eight sponsorship, in the amount of $1,900, at the 
10th Annual Grande Prairie Petroleum Association’s 
Hanger Dance in Support of STARS.

North West Regional Skills Canada Competition 2020
In January, Council voted to support the North West 
Skills Canada Competition 2020 in the amount of 
$2,000. The sponsorship was re-allocated to 2021 due 
to cancellation of the event. The competition promotes 
careers in skilled trades and technologies to Alberta. 

Council Disbursed Capital Grants to Community 
Organizations 
At its January 28th meeting Council disbursed a total 
of $328.098 to community organizations throughout 
Saddle Hills County and the Central Peace.

Council Highlights December 2019 to July 2020
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Council Highlights December 2019 to July 2020

County Sponsors Peace Country Beef Congress 
Council voted to support the Peace Country Beef 
Congress through a sponsorship of $2,500. The 
event takes place every year in Dawson Creek and 
attracts producers from all over Northeastern BC and 
Northwestern Alberta.

Canadian Young Farmers 
Forum Conference Attendees
This year the County 
sponsored Bruce and April 
Thomi to attend the Canadian 
Young Farmers Forum 
Conference held in Prince 
Edward Island from March 
6 – 8. The Conference is organized each year with a 
goal of assisting young farmers with information while 
exchanging ideas that lead to progressive strategies to 
ensure farming success in Canada. Through networking 
with young farmers the organization’s goal is to 
provide education, leadership training and capacity 
building for young agriculture producers of Canada.

December 2019 to July 2020
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Ste. Marie MicroSociety®
Breagh Vollman, from the Ste. Marie School’s 
MicroSociety®, along with some students, were present 
at the February 11th Council meeting to provide 
some information on the MicroSociety® program. 
A MicroSociety® School brings real life to learning. 
Students engage in meaningful real life experiences 
apply curriculum outcomes in a miniature society. 
MicroSociety® gives children the opportunity to take 
the learning from regular subjects and apply it in a 
meaningful and engaging way

Spring Lake Campground News 
Council voted to have Spring Lake  Campground 
operate with a nightly rate of $25/dollars per night. 

Council also directed Administration to set up an 
account with Camp Reservations Canada to allow 
for online campsite reservations at Spring Lake 
Campground for the 2020 camping season with online 
bookings set at a rate of $25 plus the $5 booking fee. 
The campground opened and has been operating since 
June.

Broadband Fund Letter of Support 
Council agreed to provide a letter of support to 
Xplornet Communications Inc. regarding their 
application under the Canadian Radio-television 
Commission - Broadband Fund to improve high-speed 
internet services in Saddle Hills County.

Tower Licences 
In March, Council added $50,000 to the final operating 
budget in order to upgrade the Radio Frequency 
Licenses for the Utility Communications Network. 

Alberta Invasive Species Council - Sponsorship Request 
In April Council agreed to sponsor the Alberta Invasive 
Species Council in the amount of $500. 

Saddle Hills County Water Cistern Subsidy Program 
The Water Cistern Subsidy Program was increased by 
$100,000 and Council asked to be advised if the funds 
are expended. 

2020 Dust Control Program 
In April Council decided that Ihe 2020 dust control 
program would cover safety zones and basic dust 
control on high volume roads.

Council Highlights December 2019 to July 2020
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Shovel Ready Projects 
A list of proposed ‘shovel-ready’ projects was sent to 
the Municipal Affairs department in Edmonton in order 
to ensure that Saddle Hills County would be considered 
for any available grant money in 2020.  

Program and Activity Grant Funds 
With the need to cancel community events due to 
COVID-19 Council decided to have funds which were 
approved for those events allocated to the 2021 
budget.  

Gravel Haul Rates for 2020 
The gravel haul rate for contract gravel haulers was set 
in May at a rate of $0.21/tonne/km and for $1.00/tonne 
loading factor for 2020. 

Dumping Waste into Transfer Site Bins 
Council directed Administration to proceed with 
modifying the railing system at Blueberry and Bonanza 
Transfer Stations to allow for easier access for trucks 
and trailers to dump into the bins. 

Electronic RMA Executive Visit  
At its June 6 Council meeting Council met electronically 
with executive members of the Rural Municipalities of 
Alberta (RMA) including Gerald Rhodes, Al Kemmere 
and Tom Burton. The meeting was arranged for the 
RMA to learn about Saddle Hills County, any specific 
issues of importance and to make a one-on-one 
connection with Council as your representatives at the 
Association.

Issues on Highway 681
Council instructed Administration to forward the 
County’s concerns to Alberta Transportation regarding 
water flow and ongoing problems with the culvert 
capacity on Highway 681 at the east Bonanza drainage 
ditch.  

Hilltop Lake Campground Firewood 
The County decided to discontinue the practice of 
supplying free firewood at Hilltop Lake Campground 
and have park users bring their own firewood.

Council Highlights December 2019 to July 2020December 2019 to July 2020
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County Supports Community Organizations
Saddle Hills Council presented its annual capital grants to community organizations in Saddle Hills County and 
the Central Peace on January 28, 2020. A total of $328,098 was allocated as set out in the table below. Reeve 
Alvin Hubert said, “Saddle Hills County believes strongly in supporting our volunteers and community groups. 
Their devotion to their community is what makes community life thrive in Saddle Hills County and the Central 
Peace.”

Organization Amount Funding Allocation

Bay Tree Community Park 
Association

$20,000
Upgrading the concession building and the roads leading 
into the park and up to the concession; placing large 
boulders in the day use area to prevent RVs from parking.

Bonanza and District Agricultural 
Society

$25,000
Procuring arcade cabinets for the bowling alley, lawn 
barriers, a deep fryer, bleachers for event seating, and a 
PA system for the mud bog.

Fourth Creek Community 
Association

$40,710
Procuring 50 new tables, 120 chairs, 5 table carts, a 
lawnmower, a sea can to store the lawnmower, and a 
floor cleaning machine

Friends of Rycroft Community 
Hall

$5,000
Purchasing the BEAM Interactive Projection System as 
part of their GITGO! (Get In To Get Out!) Activity Program

Happy Valley Ag and Recreation 
Society

$99,000
Building a Picnic Pavilion for the Happy Valley Recreation 
Facility

Kakut Lake Resort $3,500
Replacing kitchen countertops in the community hall to 
meet Health and Safety Regulations

Rycroft Agricultural Society $22,325
Making improvements to the grounds such as expanding 
the riding arena and camping/parking area. Purchase 
panels, gates and pens to increase the holding area

Savanna Agricultural Society $23,500

Graveling the roads & parking lots of the Ag Society; 
buying tables & metal A-Frames to replace old wood  
tables & benches; and planning & engineering to 
renovate the old fire hall into a multi-use space

Spirit River Municipal Library $3,165
Purchasing four new computers, three for public use and 
one for a librarian work station; printers, monitors, and 
two locking storage cupboards.

Spirit River Settlement and 
Historical Society

$48,000
Building a new museum building to accommodate 
expanded inventory

Westmark Farmers’ League $20,318
Funding an entrance shelter and the replacement of four 
windows.

TOTAL $328,098
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From left – Margery Lewiki and Councillor Ken Titford. From left – Councillor Ken Titford, Larry Rudy,  
Bree Hamilton, Reeve Alvin Hubert.

From left – Monica Sellin, Chanley Jassman and 
Councillor Lawrence Andruchiw.

From left Cori Schura and Councillor John Moen.

From left – Kevin Grams, Cody Dolen,  
Councillor Ed Armagost.

From left – Councillors Lawrence Andruchiw and John 
Moen accept the grant on behalf of the Friends of Rycroft 

Community Hall.
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From left – Councillor Lawrence Andruchiw, Mark 
Wilson, Courtney Markovich, Mickey Lanigan and 

Councillor John Moen.

From left – Candace Dolen and Councillor Kristen Smith.

From left – Councillor Lawrence Andruchiw, Judy 
Brown, Barb Buxk and Reeve Alvin Hubert

From left – Denise Skoworodko, Jim Mitchell and 
Councillor Willis Fitzsimmons.

From left Lynne Muehrer, Gerald Oltmanns, Councillor 
John Moen and Gerd Cramer.
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County Provides Gift To STARS
STARS is another step nearer to renewing its fleet of 
helicopters, thanks to a $500,000 gift from Saddle Hills 
County.

This substantial commitment has been made toward a 
new H145 helicopter to serve residents of the county 
and the entire northern region and was announced Feb. 
1 at the 10th Annual GPPA Hangar Dance in Support of 
STARS in Grande Prairie. The gift is above and beyond 
the county’s significant annual contributions to STARS’ 
day-to-day operations. 

“Saddle Hills County values STARS and the very 
important work they do,” said Saddle Hills County 
Reeve Alvin Hubert. “Not only are our residents safer 
because of STARS, but Saddle Hills County is a safer 
place for business and industry because of the life-
saving STARS does. We count ourselves lucky to be able 
to rely on STARS and to be able to support them in the 
way we do.”

“Saddle Hills County has shown great leadership in 
supporting STARS’s operations over the years, and now 
they are helping us build the next STARS fleet,” said 
Robertson. “These new aircraft are an investment in 
our ability to serve the people of northern Alberta and 
across Western Canada for decades to come, and we’re 
incredibly grateful to Saddle Hills County for their role 
in helping us get closer to our goal.”

Seniors Supportive 
Living Facility Going 
Ahead
In February, the governments of Alberta and Canada 
announced they are developing new affordable seniors 
housing for Albertans in Oyen, Spirit River and Manning.

Representatives of the G5 municipalities, including 
Saddle Hills County Reeve Alvin Hubert, were on hand 
at the Alberta Legislature for the announcement. The 
Federal and Provincial governments will provide a 
$37-million capital investment to build 173 new seniors 
lodge and continuing care spaces. These projects will 
create about 267 jobs.

The lodge partnership projects are a collaboration 
between Alberta Seniors and Housing and Alberta Health 
– combining seniors lodge and continuing care units in 
the same facility for a flexible range of care.
On March 6, a press conference was held at the 
Pleasantview Lodge in Spirit River where details of the 
Seniors Supportive Living Facility to be built in Spirit 
River were announced.

All of the G5 Municipalities (Birch Hills County, MD of 
Spirit River #133, Town of Spirit River, Village of Rycroft, 
Saddle Hills County) have committed funds to the project 
as part of a cost-sharing agreement which will add to the 
commitments of the Government of Canada, the Province 
of Alberta, the Grande Spirit Foundation.

“Everyone involved in this process should be 
congratulated for coming together to make this project 
happen,” says Saddle Hills County Reeve Alvin Hubert. 
“These five communities together with the Grande 
Spirit Foundation and the Government of Alberta have 
really come through for the seniors of the Central Peace 
Region.

“I also think that it is important to remember that this 
journey we've been on has relied on a lot of caring 
people. Not only have the G5 municipalities of the 
Central Peace as well as both the Federal and Provincial 
government worked hard to make this happen but we 
need to remember that we could never have achieved 
this without the strong support of the board and all the 
member municipalities of the Grande Spirit Foundation.”
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Junction of Highway 49 and Highway 725, RR 1, Spirit River, Alberta, Canada, T0H 3G0

Phone: (780) 864-3760 | Fax: (780) 864-3904 | Toll Free: 1 (888) 864-3760
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