
Saddle Hills County  

Living

April

 2019

Volume 2, Issue 1



2 3Saddle Hills County Living April 2019

Inside
Supportive Living, Long Term  

Care Spaces Approved	 2
Cell Services Improved	 3
Roads	 4
Water	 5
Council Decisions & Initiatives	 6
Community Organization Support	 8
Strategic Plan 2019 - 2020 	 10
Economic Development	 11
 

 
Community Development	 11
Agricultural Services Board	 12
2018 Annual ASB Report Highlights	 12
New Savanna Fire Hall Completed	 13
Woking Fire Hall Tender Awarded	 13
Where Your Tax Dollars Go	 14
New Tax Installment Payment Plan	 14
County’s Commitment to Public Outreach	 15

Supportive Living, Long Term Care Spaces Approved
On March 7, 2019, Minister of 
Energy and MLA for Dunvegan-
Central Peace, Marg McCuaig-Boyd 
announced the approval, by the 
provincial government, of up to 
$24 million for a Supportive Living 
and Long-Term Care Facility in 
Spirit River. The project is planned 
to include 52 supportive living 
and 40 new and renovated lodge 
spaces in Spirit River.

“The seniors built this community 
and deserve to retire and age in 
their community,” said McCuaig-
Boyd.

Saddle Hills County has committed 
$1 million to the facility. Birch Hills 
County has committed $250,000. 
The MD of Spirit River No. 133 has 
secured land east of the current 
lodge where the facility is expected 
to be built.
 
Reeve Alvin Hubert thanked the 
members of the Board of the 
Grande Spirit Foundation, the 
public non-profit organization 
representing 12 municipalities in 
the Grande Prairie area committed 
to providing senior citizens, low 
income families and individuals 
with appropriate and efficient 

housing and support services.
A needs assessment by the G5 
municipalities concluded more 
lodge spaces and supportive living 
spaces were required in the region. 
Grande Spirit Foundation deemed 
the building of this supportive 
living project to be one of its 
highest priorities.

This project represents the first 
time that Alberta Health Services 
and Grande Spirit Foundation 
will have partnered to provide 
supportive living and long-term 
care in one facility.

Cover photos:
Top: Dwane Friesen working at the new Fourth Creek Hall.
Middle: Randy Hanson, from R Bee Aggregate Consulting Ltd., Bentley Lorencz, Manager, Project Construction,  
	 Ron Pelensky, Director of Operations.
Bottom: Ron Pelensky, Director of Operations (center) and Joulia Whittleton, CAO (right) join Ed Berget (left) to  

thank him for his many contributions to the County since he began in 1981.
Right: Cell service has improved in the County (see page 3).
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Cell Services Improved

As of February, cellular mobility 
services have improved within the 
Fourth Creek and Ksituan areas 
of Saddle Hills County, thanks 
to additional equipment being 
installed on County towers.

The County continues to partner 
with TELUS to improve cellular 
mobility services for County 
residents and businesses by 
contributing towards the capital 
costs of equipment and/or towers 

in the form of grants. In 2017, the 
Silver Valley TELUS Tower was 
installed, and, as of last month, 
TELUS activated their equipment 
on two County-owned towers, i.e. 
Fourth Creek & Ksituan.

More to come in 2019!
This year Saddle Hills County is 
once again partnering with TELUS  
on three more projects.  They will 
consist of two new TELUS towers 
– one in the Bay Tree area and the 

other near Blueberry Mountain.  
The third project consists of 
additional mobility equipment 
being installed on the County’s 
Sneddon Creek tower, located in 
the Cotillion area.

Saddle Hills County’s total 
contribution towards these 
partnerships will reach $5.7M.

Representatives of the G5 municipalities -Left to Right: Gerald Manzulenko, Reeve, Birch Hills County, Allan Georget, Mayor, 
Town of Spirit River, Lawrence Andruchiw, Councillor, Saddle Hills County, Kristen Smith, Deputy Reeve, Saddle Hills County, 
(rear) Stan Bzowy, Councillor, MD of Spirit River No. 133, Alvin Hubert, Reeve, Saddle Hills County, Minister of Energy and 
MLA Marg McCuaig-Boyd, (rear) Councillor Ken Titford, Saddle Hills County, Councillor Elaine Garrow, MD of Spirit River 
No. 133,  (rear) Councillor Ed Armagost, Saddle Hills County, Councillor Denise Skoworodko, Town of Spirit River, Councillor 
Deanne Wendland, Birch Hills County, Councillor Denise Joudrey, Birch Hills County,  (rear) Councillor Willis Fitzsimmons, 
Saddle Hills County, Diahann Potrebenko, Mayor, Village of Rycroft (rear) Councillor Tammy Yaremko, Town of Spirit River, 
Reeve Tony van Rootselaar, MD of Spirit River No. 133, Councillor John Moen, Saddle Hills County Councillor Herman Sellin, 
Town of Spirit River, Councillor Harry Ezio, Town of Spirit River.

2019—A Busy Year
•	 Fourth Creek & Ksituan cell services improved 
•	 New equipment installed on County towers

Coming in 2019:
•	 Bay Tree - New TELUS Tower
•	 Blueberry Mountain - New TELUS Tower
•	 Cotillion (Sneddon Creek) - New Equipment on County Tower
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2019 Road Program
Another busy year is planned taking care of County 
roads and infrastructure.

Re-gravelling
The Operations Department has developed preliminary 
plans to complete 620 kilometers of road re-graveling 
in 2019. This compares with 672 kilometers of  
re-gravelling accomplished in 2018.

Dust Control
The County plans to complete a similar dust control 
program to the 2018 program which saw 119 
residential sites and 69 kilometers of road receive dust 
control application (50 km of calcium and 9 km of non-
corrosive dust control). 

Road Rehabilitation
This year’s preliminary plan for road rehabilitation 
includes 39 kilometers of road re-shaping and 16 
kilometers of drainage improvement (ditch cleaning). 
The County plans for 60 roadway culvert replacements, 
18 access approach upgrades and several new access 
approaches.

Road Projects & Culvert Replacements
The County has an ambitious plan in 2019 for specific 
road projects and bridge culvert replacement which 
includes:

  Large Culvert Replacements:
•	 Rge. Rd. 72 – 2 kilometers north of Twp. Rd. 802
•	 Rge. Rd. 73 – 0.3 kilometers north of Twp. Rd. 800
•	 Rge. Rd. 80 – 0.8 kilometers north of Twp. Rd. 800
•	 Rge. Rd. 72 – 0.5 kilometers north of Hwy 49
•	 Rge. Rd. 104 – 2 kilometers south of Hwy 49

  Roads:
•	 Rge. Rd. 131 – Henderson Creek Slide. Repair  

and road re-alignment
•	 Rge. Rd. 134 (South of Hwy 49) – 5.6 kilometers of 

gravel road upgrading
•	 Rge. Rd. 72 – 4.8 kilometers of gravel road 

upgrading from Northmark Road (Twp. Rd. 762) 
north

•	 Twp. Rd. 822 – Road re-alignment east of  
Rge. Rd. 71

•	 Rge. Rd. 72 - Slide repair 1 kilometer south of  
Twp. Rd. 774

•	 Twp. Rd. 824 – Construction of 1.6 kilometers of 
road east of Rge. Rd. 100

•	 Rge. Rd. 102 – Paving of 1.6 kilometers south of 
Hwy 49

•	 Twp. Rd. 811 & Hwy 725 – Construction of  
turning lane

New Hired Equipment Policy
Saddle Hills County has altered its Hired Equipment 
Policy and met with contractors in March to go over 
the details.

Starting this year, registered contractors will no longer 
be required to bid each year on County work. Instead, 
Council will set the gravel haul rate and loading factor.
Also, equipment hired by the hour will be compensated 
according to Alberta Road Builders and Heavy 
Equipment Association rates.

(Left to right) Bentley Lorencz, Manager, Project Construction, 
Mike Wozny, Road Use Coordinator, Ron Pelensky, Director 
of Operations and Ryley Dreger, Public Works Foreman at the 
March 15 Pre-Season Open House and BBQ. 

Roads
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Water
Manage Your Water 

Account Online
Saddle Hills County truck 

fill potable water customers 
can now manage their water 

accounts online 24/7.

To learn more please call the 
County office at (780) 864-3760 

and ask for Raelynn.

Bonanza– Bay Tree Water Line
In 2018 Saddle Hills County installed 15 kms of 150 mm diameter 
main water line from Bonanza to Bay Tree. In 2019 the County will be 
installing service lines to homes whose owners have signed water service 
agreements within the main line corridor. Council has also approved 
extending the service line south of Highway #49 in Bay Tree to service 
additional residents in that area.

Savanna Water Treatment Plant
Saddle Hills County began construction, in the fall of 2018, of a raw water 
reservoir at the Savanna Water Treatment Plant site north of Highway 
#681. Construction will continue in 2019 with the completion of two 
surface water reservoirs and the start of the water treatment plant and 
truck fill station adjacent to the reservoirs. When complete, residents in the 
area will have access to a potable water truck fill station providing a more 
convenient source of drinking water.

Woking Water Plant Upgrade
The County will be upgrading the Woking Water Treatment Plant in 2019 
including the construction of a new clear well which will increase the 
amount of potable water stored at the plant for distribution to residents in 
the Hamlet.

Upgrades will include: 

•	 New distribution pumps
•	 An upgrade to 3-phase power
•	 Increased electrical efficiency
•	 Upgrade of raw water reservoir fill pipeline
•	 Upgrading of electrical control systems.
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Council Decisions & Initiatives
December 2018 – March 2019

G5 Formalizes  
Health Center Agreement
The G5 municipalities signed an 
operating agreement with the 
Central Peace Medical Services 
Corp. to manage the Central 
Peace Health Center. The G5 
municipalities are the shareholders 
of the corporation.

Christmas at the County  
Open House
For the first time, Saddle Hills 
County held a Christmas Open 
House on December 6, 2018. 
Council and staff were on hand 
to answer questions on issues of 
importance to the public.

County Proud  
Photo Contest Winners
The winners of the 2018 ‘County 
Proud’ photo contest were 
announced at the ‘Christmas at the 
County’ open house. Entries from all 
participants were displayed and the 
winners in each category received 
framed copies of their photos. 

Toboggan Hill and Winter 
Day Use Area Studied
The County is studying the 
possibility of using the large piles 
of earth from the excavation for 
the reservoirs for the new Savanna 
water treatment plant, for use as a 
toboggan hill and winter day use 
area once the project is complete.

 

Land Use Public Hearings 
Held On Cannabis Bylaw
In January of 2019, Council 
accepted a draft bylaw (327-
2018) respecting the regulation 
of cannabis. Public Hearings were 
held throughout the community 
regarding land use issues 
surrounding cannabis. The last 
Public Hearing was held at the 
County Complex on March 26.

2019 – 2021 Strategic Plan 
Released
Council held a special Strategic 
Planning Session in January of 
2019 to update its Strategic Plan 
to reflect changing circumstances, 
opportunities and challenges. The 
resulting document received final 

approval on February 26, 2019 and 
was published and distributed to 
the public. (See page 10)

Advancing Women in 
Agriculture Conference
Three members of the Agricultural 
Service Board and five residents of 
Saddle Hills County attended the 
‘Advancing Women in Agriculture 
Conference’ in Calgary, AB on March 
11–12th, 2019. The group included 
April Thomi, Laura Lee Willms, Wynter 
Weiss, Sarah Weiss and Jaclyn Rogers. 

Speed Indicator Signs
Council approved the installation 
of speed indicator signs in Public 
School Zones throughout Saddle 
Hills County.

Reeve Alvin Hubert announced the winners of the 2018 photo contest.
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Gravel Crushing  
Contract Awarded
The 2019 gravel crushing contract 
was awarded to R Bee Aggregate 
Consulting Ltd. for $1,392,533 as 
the lowest qualified bidder.

Council Sponsors Local 
Businesses To Attend 
Conference
Council provided the opportunity 
for two Saddle Hills County 
businesses to receive registrations 
to the Growing the North 
Conference held in Grande Prairie 
February 20 and 21.

Council Changes Childcare 
Subsidy Program Eligibility
All Saddle Hills County residents can 
now receive childcare for children up 
to the start of Grade 1 by submitting 
an application to the County (subject 
to meeting all criteria). Residents 
can receive $2.50/hour up to a 
maximum of $420.00 per month if 
they are working or self-employed, 
or attending school full-time, 
Contact Childcare@saddlehills.ab.ca 
for more information or to receive a 
2019 Application form.

Canadian Young Farmers 
Forum Conference Attendees
Adam and Terri Fitzpatrick were 
selected by Council to represent 
the County at the Canadian Young 
Farmers Forum Conference in 
Toronto, Ontario from April 5th – 
7th, 2019. 

Additional Waterline 
Servicing Approved
Council approved additional 
waterline servicing in the  
Bonanza / Bay Tree area at a 
cost of $897,000.00 with funding 
coming from the Rural Water 
Reserve.

Kids Agricultural 
Innovation Fair
This year Saddle Hills County will 
be hosting a Kid’s Agricultural 
Innovation Fair for children grade 
1–12 residing in Saddle Hills 
County on August 24, 2019.

New Fourth Creek Hall under construction

The 2019 gravel crushing contract was awarded to R Bee Aggregate Consulting Ltd.
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In January of 2019, Saddle 
Hills County Council provided 
capital grants to a number 
of community organizations 
throughout the County as 
well as other community 
organizations within the 
Central Peace region.

Groups within the County 
which received grants included:

•	 Bay Tree Community Park 
Association - $24,900

•	 Blueberry Goodwill Society 
- $25,000

•	 Bonanza & District 
Agricultural Society - 
$107,000

•	 Dunvegan River Rats 
Society - $42,500

•	 Fourth Creek Community 
Association - $364,285

•	 Gordondale Community 
Club - $250,000

•	 Happy Valley Agricultural 
and Recreation Society - 
$80,771

•	 Savanna Agricultural 
Society - $39,100

•	 Westmark Farmer’s League 
- $25,000

•	 Woking Skating Rink 
Association - $85,000

Bay Tree  
Community Park

Councillor John Moen, (l) 
Margery Lewicki (center), 
Reeve Alvin Hubert (r)

Blueberry Mountain 
Goodwill Society

Deputy Reeve Kristen 
Smith (l), Councillor Willis 
Fitzsimmons (center), Rob 
Hampton (r)

Bonanza & District 
Agricultural Society

Reeve Alvin Hubert (l), 
Leanna Shore, (center) 
Larry Rudy, (r)

Dunvegan River Rats

Councillors John Moen (l) 
and Willis Fitzsimmons, 
(center) and Dustin 
Selbach, (r)

Fourth Creek Community 
Association

Deputy Reeve Kristen Smith 
(l) and Cody Dolen (r)

Community Organization Support

Council Supports Community 
Groups With Capital Grants
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In addition to Saddle 
Hills County community 
organizations, Council 
continued its support 
of regional community 
organizations such as:

•	 Alberta Conservation 
Association

•	 Central Peace Health & 
Wellness Coalition

•	 Spirit River & District 
Agricultural Society

•	 Spirit River Settlement 
Historical Society

•	 Rycroft Agricultural Society
•	 Rycroft Arena Board

Gordondale  
Community Hall

Deputy Reeve Kristen 
Smith (l), Sherill Day 

(center), and Trish 
Goodheart (r)

Happy Valley Ag &  
Rec Society

Councillor John Moen 
(l), Connie Poss, Monica 
Sellin, Shanlee Jassman, 

and Councillor Lawrence 
Andruchiw (r)

Savanna  
Agricultural Society

Reeve Alvin Hubert (l) and 
Deputy  

Reeve Kristen Smith

Westmark  
Farmer’s League

Councillor John Moen 
(l) and Nicole Oltmanns, 

Gerald Oltmanns, Lynn 
Muehrer, Gerd Cramer, and 

Reeve Alvin Hubert (r)

Woking Skating  
Rink Association

Councillor John Moen (l) 
Gerald Oltmanns, (center), 

and Gary Wurm (r)
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Saddle Hills County Council meets annually for strategic planning sessions 
during which Councillors review the County’s progress on plans and 
objectives set in previous years and look ahead at the coming years to 
adjust to new or changing priorities and establish a timeline for achieving 
Council’s goals.

Strategic Plan At-a-Glance
2019 – 2020

Strategic  
Pillars

Guiding  
Principle Objectives 2019-2020 

Actions

Governance &  
Leadership

Responsible and 
transparent leadership 
and governance

Municipal Services  
& Infrastructure

Quality municipal 
services in an organized 
and timely fashion

Community  
Development

Providing a framework 
for growth in population, 
business and industry

•	 Fiscal responsibility
•	 Effective communications
•	 Transparency
•	 Exemplary organizational  

culture
•	 Healthy inter-municipal 	

relationships

•	 Quality road infrastructure
•	 Access to potable water
•	 Effective communications 

networks
•	 Effective service provision
•	 Efficient, respectful services

•	 Family-friendly 
communities

•	 Recreational and cultural 		
opportunities

•	 Community-based  
municipal services

•	 Partnerships with business,  
industry and neighbours

•	 Effective land use policies
•	 Responsible environmental 

stewardship
•	 Effective communications 

of policies to ratepayers

•	 Intermunicipal collaboration 
framework

•	 Industrial business strategy
•	 Asset management policy
•	 G5 regional water system 

(governance structure/
financial modeling study)

•	 Road revitalization program 
•	 Potable water program
•	 Wastewater objectives
•	 Landfill strategy

•	 Waste to energy exploration
•	 Modern communications
•	 Transport services 

(individuals & groups)
•	 Housing incentives
•	 Recreational projects 

(inventory)

•	 Intermunicipal 
Development Plans 
with neighbouring 
municipalities

Environmental 
Stewardship

Environmental 
stewardship through 
leadership and 
responsible planning



10 11Saddle Hills County Living April 2019

Business Visits
During the fall of 2018, the County’s Economic 
Development Coordinator surveyed Saddle Hills County 
business owners to learn what could drive expansion 
and increase viability. Fifty businesses were visited. 
In a similar spirit, farmers and ranchers will be visited 
during the spring of 2019.  

County Investigating the attraction of a 
Fertilizer Manufacturing Facility 
Saddle Hills County is investigating the feasibility of a 
manufacturing facility to use locally-extracted natural 
gas to produce urea, a type of nitrogen fertilizer.  In 
February 2019, Community and Regional Economic 

Support (CARES) program awarded $25,000 to Saddle 
Hills County for advancing the investigation of the 
Nitrogen Fertilizer Manufacture Feasibility Study.  The 
County is currently circulating a request for proposal to 
start the investigation.  

Small Business Saturdays
Business visits identified two needs: Time Management 
& Organization and Successful Hiring & Employee 
Retention.  In response, Saddle Hills County offered 
workshops - Small Business Saturdays. Over successive 
weekends in January, the County offered free skills-
training workshops for business in collaboration with 
Grande Prairie Regional College (GPRC). The workshops 
were well-attended and generated positive feedback.

Economic Development

Community Development
Home Support Services Program
The Home Support Services Program has been a 
major focus during the first quarter of 2019 with plans 
to promote and explain the program to residents 
continuing into the second quarter.

All Saddle Hills County residents are eligible for the 
County’s Home Support Program. The program was 
designed for seniors, families and individuals. Anyone 
experiencing a disability, illness, injury, or grief may 
qualify. Those in need of pre or post-natal care, 
suffering from a communicable disease or awaiting 
placement or in need of respite may qualify.

Payment is calculated on a sliding scale according to 
income. Services can be provided weekly, bi-weekly or 
monthly and on a short term or long term basis.
Services are only limited by the number of workers 
available. Residents can learn about the full range 
of services provided and/ or register on the County 
website or by calling 780-864-3760. Workers are 

available to do household cleaning and chores Monday 
to Friday from 8:15 am – 4:30 pm.

Home Care Services provided by Saddle Hills County do 
not include bathing, caring, or providing medications. 
These services may be available to Saddle Hills County 
residents through Alberta Health Services. Please 
contact 1-855-371-4122.

International Women’s Day
International Women’s Day was held in Westmark on 
March 8, 2019 and the Honorable Marg McCuaig-Boyd 
was in attendance.

Presentations were made about ways in which women 
can take better care of themselves as they balance 
their lives, work and families. 

This event is now held every year and plans are to 
move the event to all the other communities in Saddle 
Hills.  
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The first few months of 2019 
have been an exciting and busy 
time for the Rural Development 
Department. In February, a Dugout 
Workshop was held for ratepayers 
and in early March a Producer 
Supper was held at the Savanna 
Rec-plex with a presentation 
on the Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership (CAP). 

The Agricultural Service Board and 
Council sent five County women 
to the Advancing Women in 
Agriculture Conference in Calgary 
- Sarah Weiss, Wynter Weiss, April 
Thomi, Laura-Lee Wilms and Jaclyn 
Rogers.  Adam and Terri Fitzpatrick 
attended the Canadian Young 
Farmers Forum in Toronto, Ontario 
in early April.

The 2019 BMO Farm Family Award 
is now open for nominations. If you 
know of a deserving farm family 
please inform an Agricultural 
Service Board Member, Councillor 
or the Agricultural Coordinator, 
Dessa Nicholson.

2018 Annual ASB Report 
Highlights
In November of 2018, three new 
public-at-large members were 
appointed to the Agricultural 
Service Board: Mallory Kaiser, 
Cheryl Brett and Tyson Hessler. 
Candace Dolen and Adam 
Fitzpatrick were appointed as 
Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively. 

Council members are Ed Armagost 
(Ward 4) and Ken Titford (Ward 1).

All County rights-of-way were 
mowed by Cross Country Mowing 
out of La Crete and over 500 
kilometers of the County rights-
of-way were blanket sprayed to 
control weeds.

Five seasonal employees were 
appointed as Weed and Pest 
Inspectors, and throughout the 
Summer 1200+ weed inspections 
were completed within our borders.  
82 of those inspections resulted 
in Weed Notices, compared to 42 
notices in 2017. A large majority 
of weed notices were issued for 
Orange Hawkweed and Scentless 
Chamomile; due to the elevation 
of Scentless Chamomile to a 
prohibited noxious weed. Two 
notices issued were enforced in 
June of 2018.  

The Orange Hawkweed infestation 
in the Fourth Creek area is an 
ongoing issue. Although Orange 
Hawkweed is a difficult weed 
to deal with, the stakeholders 
involved are focused on removing 
the infestation.

Saddle Hills County ASB Chair, 
Councillors and staff met with 
the Minister of Agriculture and 
Forestry at the Rural Municipalities 
of Alberta Conference in November 
to discuss issues facing County 
ratepayers such as: AFSC pea 
seeding deadline, elk damage on 
crops and timely response for Weed 
and Pest notice appeals from the 
Minister’s office.

For 2019, the County has hired four 
weed and pest control inspectors. 
Council has also created a new 
Agricultural Foreman position 
to assist with delivery and 
management of County agricultural 
programs.

Agricultural Services Board

Agriculture
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Savanna Fire Hall Opened February 5th
More than 90 residents joined 
Saddle Hills County Council, 
dignitaries and staff to celebrate 
the Grand Opening of the new 
Savanna Fire Hall Tuesday evening, 
February 5, 2019.

Director of Community and 
Protective Services Brian Ballard 
welcomed residents and dignitaries 
which included: the Honourable 
Marg McCuaig-Boyd, Minister of 
Energy and MLA for the riding of 
Dunvegan-Central Peace Notley, 
Reeve Alvin Hubert, Deputy Reeve 
Kristen Smith, Councillor Ed 
Armagost, District Fire Chief Ken 
Dolen and members of Council.
In his opening remarks, Reeve 
Alvin Hubert spoke of Council's 
appreciation for all of the hard 
work by staff, contractors and 
businesses which made the project 
such a success. He also thanked fire 
fighters and first responders for the 
crucial job they perform in keeping 
residents and businesses safe.

“Saddle Hills County believes it is 
our responsibility to ensure that 

our fire fighters and first responders 
have the very best equipment, 
training and facilities we can 
provide for them,” he said.
Reeve Hubert then introduced 
Marg McCuaig-Boyd who expressed 
her thanks to the fire fighters and 
first responders and congratulated 
Saddle Hills County for always 
thinking and planning globally and 
for the long term.

“I especially want to thank our fire 
fighters and first responders. You 
are taking really good care of us 
and it is great that you have such 
a beautiful building to help you do 
the work which is so important to 
us,” she told the audience, adding, 

“We are safe when we know you're 
not far away.”

Chief Dolen thanked the County 
for the new hall and expressed 
particular appreciation for the 
work of Brian Ballard who, Dolen 
said, has always taken good care 
of Saddle Hills County fire fighters 
and made sure they have the best 
training and tools needed to do 
their jobs.

Dolen also thanked Fire Services 
and Facilities Maintenance 
Coordinator Ken Macfarlane for 
his work on behalf of the fire 
department.

New Savanna Fire Hall Completed

Woking Fire Hall Tender Awarded
The tender for construction of the 
new Woking Fire Hall was issued 
at the end of January and closed 
on February 21st. The contract was 
awarded to Chandos Construction.

Architectural firm Turpin Kong is 
planning a building similar to the 
new Savanna Fire Hall. The land for 
the Fire Hall has been set aside and 
stripped of overburden just west of 
the Hamlet.

Construction is expected to 
begin in the spring of 2019 and 
the project is expected to be 
completed by the end of 2019.

Fire Prevention
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Capital Budget

Roads
 $14,019,237

Water
$17,924,291

Solid Waste &
Waste Water
$3,560,435

Protective
Services

$3,187,512

Other*
$1,597,416

Recreation
$797,075

Operating Budget
Council***

$2,497,446

Other**
$5,954,532 

Protective Services
$1,376,944 

Roads
$19,625,325 

Water
$3,013,999 

Solid Waste & Waste Water 
$1,078,504 

Enforcement
$298,894 

Community Services
$519,006 Agriculture

$1,480,146 

Utility Communications Network ****
$4,629,608 

Planning, Economic & 
Community Development

$1,522,757 

Recreation
$3,508,723 

Requisitions
$5,823,384 

Where Your Tax Dollars Go
New Tax Installment  
Payment Plan
The County’s new Tax Installment 
Payment Plan (TIPP) program makes 
budgeting easier and eliminates the 
risk of incurring one or more of the 
three 6% late payment penalties 
now in force throughout the year. 
Upon approval, tax payments are 
automatically withdrawn from the 
ratepayer’s account on the first of 
each month. For more information 
regarding the new payment and 
penalty schedule, to view a copy of 
the Tax Payment and Penalty Bylaw 
339-2018, or to enquire about the 
TIPP program please call the County 
office at (780) 864-3760.

*Other includes: Administration, Council, Medical Services, IT and Utility Communications Network.
2019 Capital budget Total: $41,085,967

**Other includes: Administration, Assessment and Common Services, IT, Safety
***Council includes $2 million in grants.

**** Utility Communications Network includes TELUS mobility partnership
2019 Operating Budget Total: $51,329,267
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Council Has a Busy Schedule 
of Outreach in 2019
Saddle Hills County Council has 
held two Open Houses already in 
2019 – one in Woking on  
February 12, 2019 and one in 
Bonanza on April 15. In addition, 
Council has a busy schedule 
of outreach and public events 
planned for the remainder of the 
year including:

1.	 Agricultural Services Board BBQ 
	 (Gundy) 
	 June 6, 2019 

2.	 Rycroft Parade 
	 July 6, 2019 

3.	 Kids Can Catch 
	 2nd Weekend in July (TBA) 

4.	 Bonanza Fair & Mud Bog Parade 
	 July 20, 2019 

5.	 Happy Valley Open House 
	 August 8, 2019 

6.	 Chepi Sepe Days Parade 
	 August 10, 2019 

7.	 Savanna Fair Parade 
	 August 17, 2019 

8.	 Volunteer Recognition BBQ 
	 August 22, 2019 

9.	 Christmas Open House 
	 December 5, 2019 

Visit Our Own Back Yard
Registration Deadline: 	 July 5 
Judging: 	 July 15-19

Open & Transparent Leadership 

County’s Commitment To Public Outreach
In its continued efforts to inform and 
hear from the public and provide 
open and transparent leadership, 
Saddle Hills Council finished the 
year 2018 with a new open house 
(Christmas at the County) which was 
very well-attended. 

Council has once again committed 
itself to a series of Open Houses to 
be held throughout the County in 
2019. 
 

Open houses have been held in 
Woking (Feb 12) and in Bonanza 
(April 15). Another is planned for 
August 8 in Happy Valley.

In addition, Council will once again 
be holding a ‘Christmas at the 
County’ Open House on December 
5. Residents, business and industry 
are encouraged to join Council 
and staff at any of the numerous 
opportunities during the year.

Public Outreach
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