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Message from the Reeve 

Saddle Hills County         2017 Annual Report 

On behalf of Saddle Hills County Council, I am pleased to present the 2017 Annual Report.  
Council strongly believes that accountability to our residents and transparence in all our 
dealings are important qualities for a municipality.  We hope that through the increased 
number of communications in the past year and a number of open houses on various top-
ics, our ratepayers feel more informed and engaged.  Council’s intent is it to continue this 
practice and make improvements where necessary.  This report is just one of the tools to 
keep you informed regarding your County’s business. 
 
The report contains:  

 An overview of our organization  - your County’s business and how we operate 

 The County’s 2017 audited financial statements – our financial health and per-
formance 

 Highlights of our 2017 activities – our accomplishments  

 Highlights of our 2018 budget – what we are working on 
 
Please take your time to review the report and feel free to contact me or one of my fellow councillors with questions, 
comments, and suggestions.   
 
On behalf of Saddle Hills County’s Council and Administration, I sincerely thank our ratepayers, our volunteers, our busi-
nesses, and our employees for making Saddle Hills County a great place to call home. 
 
Alvin Hubert 
Reeve, Saddle Hills County 

Back row: (left to right) Councillor Lawrence Andruchiw, Councillor Willis Fitzsimmons, Councillor Ken Titford, Councillor Ed 

Armagost and Councillor John Moen. Front row: (left to right) Deputy Reeve Kristen Smith, Reeve Alvin Hubert and CAO 

Joulia Whittleton. 
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Your Saddle Hills Council 

Saddle Hills County         2017 Annual Report 

ALVIN HUBERT 

ED ARMAGOST 

JOHN MOEN 

KRISTEN SMITH 

WILLIS FITZSIMMONS LAWRENCE ANDRUCHIW 

KEN TITFORD 

Note: Councillor Cindy Clarke represented Ward 4 on County 

Council until the October 16th, 2017 Municipal Election. 

Reeve—Ward 2 Deputy Reeve—Ward 3 Councillor—Ward 1 

Councillor—Ward 4 Councillor—Ward 5 Councillor—Ward 6 

Councillor—Ward 7 
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2017 Municipal Election 

Saddle Hills County         2017 Annual Report 

Saddle Hills County ratepayers went to the polls on Monday, October 16, 2017. Prior to Election Day three incumbents 

were acclaimed – Councillors Ken Titford (Ward 1), Kristen Smith (Ward 3) and Willis Fitzsimmons (Ward 5). Elections 

were held in Wards 2, 4, 6 and 7. 

The results which were announced on Election Day were as follows: 

Ward Name Elected or Acclaimed 

Ward 1 Ken Titford Acclaimed 

Ward 2 Alvin Hubert Elected 

Ward 3 Kristen Smith Acclaimed 

Ward 4 Ed Armagost Elected 

Ward 5 Willis Fitzsimmons Acclaimed 

Ward 6 Lawrence Andruchiw Elected 

Ward 7 John Moen Elected 

The Reeve and Deputy Reeve are 

selected annually from among 

councillors. Kristen Smith was 

selected as Deputy Reeve and 

Alvin Hubert was selected as 

Reeve, both selections received 

unanimous support of Council. 

Alvin has served the County as 

Reeve since October 2013.  

(Left to Right) Councillor Lawrence Andruchiw (Ward 6), Councillor Willis Fitzsimmons (Ward 5), Deputy Reeve Kristen 

Smith (Ward 3), Reeve Alvin Hubert (Ward 2), Councillor John Moen (Ward 7), Councillor Ken Titford (Ward 1), Councillor 

Ed Armagost (Ward 4) 

Council for 2017-2021 Term 
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The Organization 
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Saddle Hills County was incorporated on January 1, 1995 and is governed by Alberta’s Municipal Government Act 

(MGA). The County provides services and programs as determined by policies, priorities and programs established by 

the elected Council. 

Council is responsible for providing overall governance for our community including establishing municipal service lev-

els, approving the annual budget and local taxation rates. Council has 7 members and is lead by the Reeve. The Reeve is 

the Chief Elected Officer (CEO) and is elected from within Council. It is the Reeve's responsibility to chair all Council 

meetings and speak on behalf of Council and the community. 

Along with Council’s participation on a variety of regional boards and committees, Council appoints a number of local 

boards and committees to advise and assist it in its governance role. 

Council provides direction to its Administration through the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO). The CAO is responsible 

for the overall administration of the County as well as  advising and making recommendations to Council on matters 

concerning the municipality. 
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The County participates in the following boards and committees: 

 Agricultural Appeal Committee 

 Agricultural Service Board                 

 Audit Committee 

 AUPE Negotiating Committee                  

 Central Peace Assessment Review Board 

 Central Peace Health Council 

 Central Peace Medical Services Corporation             

 Central Peace Regional Emergency Management Committee 

 Central Peace Regional Waste Management Commission 

 Community Development Advisory Board  

 Doctors Recruitment & Retention Committee 

 Forestry Issues, Weyerhaeuser,  Ainsworth, Canfor 

 G5/Central Peace Medical Clinic 

Committee 

 Grande Spirit Foundation          

 Grande Prairie Regional Tour-

ism Association 

 Industry Liaison Committee  

 (Mighty Peace) Watershed Alli-

ance 

 Municipal Planning Commission  

 Northern Alberta Elected Lead-

ers  

 Northern Alberta Mayors and Reeves Com-

mittee  

 Peace Air Shed Zone Association 

 Peace Library System Board                

 Peace Region Economic Development Alliance   

 Northwest Transportation Advisory Council 

 Peace Region Water Study Committee 

 Peace Valley Conservation, Recreation & Tour-

ism Society  

 Saddle Hills County Municipal Library Board 

 Seniors Assisted Living Committee  

 Subdivision & Development Appeal Board  

 V.S.I. Service (1980) LTD.                 
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Central Peace (G5) Municipalities – Collaborating with our neighboring municipalities  

The five municipalities located in the Central Peace have a long history of collaborative work on many initiatives that 

mutually beneficial to our residents. These Central Peace municipalities include Birch Hills County, Municipal District of 

Spirit River #133, Saddle Hills County, Town of Spirit River and the Village of Rycroft. In 2016, the G5 signed the Inter-

Municipal Protocols document to set guidelines and allow greater collaboration between the 5 municipalities.  In addi-

tion to collaborating in various operational or legislated programs (such as Assessment Review Board, Central Peace Re-

gional Emergency Agency, Central Peace Waste Commission) the municipalities partner in providing various workshops 

and training opportunities to residents, non-profit groups, and municipal employees across the Central Peace. 

The current notable G5 initiatives include: 

Central Peace Health Center 

A grand opening was held for the Central Peace Health Center to re-

place the aging Health Clinic in Spirit River. The Center will allow our residents easier 

access not only to doctors but other health professionals. This will allow our residents do 

reduce their travel to Grande Prairie for appointments because they have a quality lo-

cal facility to address their needs. The Center is operated through the Central Peace Medical Services Corporation, in 

which the five municipalities are the members. 

Central Peace Seniors’ Housing 

The Seniors’ Housing initiative began in 2017 by completing the Central Peace Regional Housing Needs Assessment 

which identified the need to improve the existing supportive living facilities and services for our seniors and others in 

need.  In 2017, the municipalities brought forward the need for increased seniors’ housing to our provincial leaders and 

focused on developing a partnership/collaborative approach to address our needs with the Grande Spirit Foundation as 

our Regional seniors’ housing lodge provider.   In 2018, our municipalities will continue building upon their achieve-

ments while working with our provincial leaders, with our ultimate goal being to build a new facility in the Central Peace.  

Central Peace – Peace Regional Water 

Through the Peace Regional Water initiative, the G5 Councils have looked at various options to address one of our great-

est regional needs – a reliable long-term raw water source.  As our regional demand for water is growing, there is a lot 

of strength in partnering on this important initiative.  In 2017, the municipalities received the Central Peace Regional 

Water System Strategy and together, they jointly selected their preferred option. This preferred option includes con-

struction of a new raw water intake on the Peace River (near the Dunvegan Bridge area) as well as constructing a region-

al raw water line to the future site for a regional treatment facility (yet to be determined).  While the municipalities have 

a lot of work ahead of them to make this project a reality, our collaborative work does not go unnoticed by the provin-

cial decision makers – the municipalities will need financial support, as well as many regulatory environmental approvals 

prior to proceeding.   
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2017 Activity Highlights 

Operations 
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ROADS 

Saddle Hills County crews devoted a majority of their time in 2017 accom-

plishing Council’s top priority in its 2017 – 2019 Strategic Plan: Road 

Maintenance. A total of 810 kilometers of road were re-graveled in 2017, 

which is almost 50% of the County’s gravel road network consisting of 

over 1,800 kilometers. 

There were 38 kilometers of road repairs were completed as part of the 

County’s Road Rehabilitation program. Road repairs include shoulder pull-

ing, re-establishing the crown and ensuring the roadway is the proper 

width according to the road classification. 

Multiple slope repairs completed in three locations where slides had occurred. There 

were a number of small slides at the Doe and the Pouce as well as one larger slide on 

TWP 762/RR74. 

Some of the other projects completed during 2017 were re-decking of the Pouce 

Bridge, line painting and asphalt crack sealing. 

There was a total of 65 culverts were installed which includes 10 approaches that 

were constructed and/or repaired. The County also installed 4 bridge culverts in 

2017. 

Construction was completed on two major road projects in 

2017. The rebuilding of TWP Road 822 for 4.8 kilometers and 

the construction of Spirit Ridge Road for 5.6 kilometers.  Spirit 

Ridge Road was a partnership with Tourmaline Oil Corporation. 

Spirit Ridge Road was officially opened to traffic on Wednesday, 

September 13, 2017. An opening ceremony was held that day to 

celebrate the partner-

ship between Tourma-

line Oil Corporation  and 

Saddle Hills County.  

Roads continue to re-

main a top priority for 

Saddle Hills County 

Council. 
2016 construction of Spirit Ridge 

Road 

Hauling gravel at the Fourth Creek gravel pit 

Spirit Ridge Road, a joint venture between Tourmaline 

Oil Corporation and Saddle Hills County. 
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TRANSFER STATIONS 

The County began its co-mingled recycling program in 2017, 

where most food and beverage containers such as cardboard, 

paper, plastic, aluminum and steel cans are accepted together. 

New oil collection buildings were installed at Bonanza and 

Blueberry Transfer Stations in order to enhance and expand 

the County’s recycling initiative. In 2017, over 3,000 litres of oil 

was recovered at each site. The County is planning to install a 

similar oil collection building in Woking. 

 

 

 

TRANSFER STATIONS & COLLECTION SITES 

 

WOKING TRANSFER STATION  

UPGRADE 

In 2017, the Woking Transfer Station was up-

graded by expanding the site, creating an im-

proved dumping facility and enhanced by a 

collection area with 24 hour access. 

 

Using the new Bonanza Oil Recovery Shed are (left to 

right) CAO, Joulia Whittleton, Transfer Station 

Attendant, Doug Nickisch and Director of Operations, 

Ron Pelensky. 
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WATER CISTERN PROGRAM 

In 2017, the County introduced a Water Cis-

tern Subsidy program which provides subsi-

dies to residents for the installation of new 

water cistern systems for residential use. 

There were 78 applications received for this 

program which resulted in $206,325         

distributed to many residents in the County. 

POTABLE WATER 

The County began operating its two new water treatment plants at Ksituan and 

Bonanza. Each of the two water treatment plants have a rural truck fill. Sales for potable water have been increasing 

steadily each month of operation. 

SAVANNA WATER TREATMENT PLANT 

Preliminary design was completed for the Savanna Water Treatment Plant in terms of initial planning, site location, cost 

and timing.  

BAY TREE TO BONANZA RURAL WATER LINE 

In 2017, the County began planning for the Bonanza – Bay Tree Rural Potable Water Project – a rural distribution line 

from Bonanza to Bay Tree. The project will include a Bonanza Water Treatment Plant upgrade, a water supply mainline, 

and servicing lines to residences. 

Bonanza Water Treatment Plant 



 

36 of 54 

2017 Activity Highlights 

Planning & Development 

Saddle Hills County         2017 Annual Report 

DEVELOPMENT & SUBDIVISION 

The Planning department is responsible 
for processing applications for develop-
ment, subdivision and rezoning; provid-
ing certificates of compliance; creating 
and updating planning documents; pre-
paring reports to council and boards; as 
well as other land use and planning relat-
ed matters.  
 
Administration is fully prepared to assist 
landowners and/or developers to guide 
them through the necessary processes 
when they are considering any improve-
ments to their land. Improvements may 
include an addition to a building, a new 
development or use of land, subdivision 
of a parcel of land into one or more lots, 
or rezoning their property if their pro-
posed use requires it. 
 
Land use planning is more important 
than ever, as the demands on the land 
and infrastructure increase and compete 
with limited resources. The purpose of land use planning is to foster growth through a transparent and unbiased process 
that considers all of the relevant factors involving new or changes to existing development while minimizing impacts on 
existing land uses. 
 
By engaging in this process the County ensures that development of the land is sustainable for future generations, while 
maximizing the use of services required to support growth in a manner that supports Council’s vision and the best inter-
ests of the community as a whole. 

 
MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN & LAND USE BYLAW UPDATE 

The land use planning function is governed by provincial legislation as well as by municipal bylaws and policies. Much of 
2017 was spent reviewing and updating two of the most important land use planning bylaws – the Municipal Develop-
ment Plan (MDP), and the Land Use Bylaw (LUB).  
 
A series of public open houses and workshops and series of mass mail outs were held throughout the year and across 
the County to encourage and obtain public input into the new documents and they were adopted by Council in 2018. 

A series of open houses and other public consultations were held in 2017 in 

order to gather public input on the County’s new Municipal Development Plan 

and Land Use Bylaw. 
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DEVELOPMENT & SUBDIVISION TRENDS WITHIN THE COUNTY 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION SYSTEM (GIS) 
 
In 2017, the GIS department at Saddle Hills County commenced Phase 2 of a three-year data collection project to re-
fresh the County’s GIS data to include road features such as signs, culverts and approaches. The Operations depart-
ment is able to use this data in their planning, budgeting and asset management of the County’s road network infra-
structure. The data collection refresh will be completed during the summer of 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT) 
 
The IT department is responsible for computer systems, photo-
copiers, mobile devices, audio/visual equipment and much 
more. IT has become a major service, not only to administrative 
personnel, but to ratepayers with added services to existing and 
future projects such as: G5 initiatives, Water Treatment Plants 
and the Utility Communications Network (UCN). 

 
UTILITY COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK (UCN) 
 
The UCN (i.e. communications towers) consists of nine towers 
providing capital infrastructure for wireless service providers to 
lease space in order to install their equipment and offer their 
services. The County has also partnered with TELUS to build the 
Silver Valley TELUS Tower in order to increase services to our 
residents and industry with better mobility coverage and more 
options for rural internet services. 

Utility Communication Network (UCN) sites. 
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SAVANNA & WOKING FIRE HALL  SITES 

Sites were chosen for the replacement of 

Savanna and Woking Fire Halls.   

The sites were acquired; site sub-grade 

work was completed, along with building 

design and engineering.  

2017 Activity Highlights 

Community & Protective Services 
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Future site of Woking Fire Hall 

CENTRAL PEACE – REGIONAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  (CP-REM) 

The new Regional Emergency Plan was introduced and implemented in 

2017. The new plan is based on the Incident Command System (ICS) 

which is being adopted by Emergency Management Agencies across Can-

ada. This plan is part of a Regional Emergency Management Program that 

allows the 5 Central Peace Municipalities to respond as a single organiza-

tion in the event of an Emergency or Disaster. 

All residents are encouraged to “Know the risks; Make a plan; and Get an 

emergency kit”. 

RECREATION REVIEW AND RECREATION PLAN 

the Recreation Review was completed in 2017 and a Recreation Plan was accepted by 

Council. 

The 11 recommendations in the Recreation Plan serve as a guideline for Council and 

staff when making decisions about recreation programs and facilities within the County. 

As a result of these recommendations, Feasibility Studies were conducted for 3 pro-

posed facilities. Two of these projects will subsequently receive financial support from 

the County. 

Another positive result of the Recreation Plan has been the training of a Certified Playground Inspector. This person will 

ensure that playgrounds belonging to the County are inspected on an annual basis and that any safety concerns identi-

fied are corrected. This inspection service is available to all community groups with playgrounds in the County. 
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COMMUNITY PEACE OFFICER 

2017 was the first full year of operation for the Saddle Hills County Enforcement Program. The program continues to 

have an emphasis on safety and education before enforcement.  A great deal of energy has been spent on informing 

residents about the Enforcement Program and 

educating offenders.  

The Community Peace Officer continues to focus 

on a Compliance Assurance Program which is 

achieved through education and explaining to 

residents, landowners and others what is ex-

pected of them through visits to: 

 Schools 

 Community events 

 Campgrounds 

 Roadside meetings 

PEACE OFFICER ACTIVITY — 2017 

Type of Incident  # of Occurrences 

NO DRIVER'S LICENCE 6 

DRIVE UNINSURED ON HIGHWAY 7 

EXCEED SPEED IN SCHOOL ZONE 23 

COMMERCIAL FAIL STOP AT STOP SIGN 20 

COMMERCIAL EXCEED 17,000 KG LOCAL RD 15 

EXCEED POSTED SPEED HIGHWAY 137 

EXCEED 4 METER REAR OVERHANG 2 

EXCEED POSTED SPEED WOKING 29 

TRESPASS ON PRIVATE LAND 4 

UNAUTHORIZED OPERATORATION OF OFF 
HIGHWAY VEHICLE 

4 

ABANDONED/SEIZED VEHICLE 3 

COMMERCIAL EXCEED 2.6 METER WIDTH 2 

OPERATE WITHOUT LICENCE PLATE 1 

UNAUTHORIZED OPERATION CONST. EQUIP 4 

TRESPASS ON PREMISES 4 

UNDUE CARE AND ATTENTION 2 

STRAY ANIMALS AT LARGE 3 

FAIL TO POST PROPER SIGNAGE OVER BAIT 1 

FORM 7 ENDORSED WARRANT FOR ARREST 1 

UNAUTHORIZED BURN WITHOUT PERMIT 1 

UNLAWFUL CONSUMPTION OF LIQUOR 1 

EXCEED POSTED SPEED LOCAL CONST. ZONE 6 

SPECIAL EVENTS 7 

BREAK ENTER THEFT LIQUOR AND MONEY 3 

ALLOW ANIMALS TO BE IN DISTRESS 1 

ILLEGAL PARKING LOCAL ROADWAY 2 

LITTER ON LOCAL ROAD 2 

EXCEED 80 KILOMETERS 3 

UNSECURED LOAD 2 

IMROPER DISPOSAL 3 

INSURANCE 3 

FAIL TO STOP 2 

FAIL CARRY DOCUMENTS 4 
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DETAILED INCIDENT RESPONSE STATISTICS 

INCIDENT TYPE BLUEBERRY BONANZA 
HAPPY 

VALLEY 
SAVANNA WOKING TOTAL 

STRUCTURE FIRES - 1 - - 2 3 

VEHICLE/MACHINERY FIRES - 3 - - 1 4 

GRASS/BRUSH FIRES 1 7 - 3 - 11 

MOTOR VEHICLE COLLISIONS - 5 - 2 2 9 

DANGEROUS GOODS - - - - - - 

STARS - - - 1 2 3 

UTILITY EMERGENCIES 1 - - - 1 2 

MUTUAL AID - 1 3 2 - 6 

FALSE ALARMS - 1 1 1 1 4 

OTHER 2 5 - 1 - 8 

TOTAL 4 23 4 10 9 50 
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FAMILY & COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES (FCSS) 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) is a unique 80/20 funding partner-

ship between the Government of Alberta and participating municipalities. In 2017, 

the FCSS Program received $72,661 in provincial funds and Saddle Hills County con-

tributed 20% as required for the municipal funding.  

The FCSS Regulation sets out the service requirements that a municipality must 

meet to be eligible for funding. The Regulation states: “Services under a program 

must be of a preventive nature that enhances the social well-being of individuals 

and families through promotion or intervention strategies provided at the earliest opportunity.” The Regulation also 

states: “Services under a program must do one or more of the following: 

 help people to develop independence, strengthen coping skills and become more resistant to crisis; 
 help people to develop an awareness of social needs; 
 help people to develop interpersonal and group skills which enhance constructive relationships among peo-

ple; 
 help people and communities to assume responsibility for decisions and actions which affect them; 

provide supports that help sustain people as active participants in the community.” 

The County splits up their funding to help youth, adults, families, seniors, and the community as described below:  
 
Youth: 
The County uses the FCSS funding for children and youth within the following programs.  

 The Peace Wapiti School Liaison Program that provides essential supports for all students at the three 
schools within the County. 

 Three preschools (Bonanza, Savanna and Woking). 
 St. John’s Babysitting Basics course for 13 Savanna students. 
 School presentations (self-esteem, bullying). 
 Trip to the Royal Canadian Circus for 75 students from Bonanza and Savanna Schools. 
 Woking Snow Angels program. 
 Teen Wellness Fair attended by 120 grade 7-9 Central Peace students. 

 
Adults: 
The County assists residents in finding resources and supports that meet their individual needs. The County also hosts 
an annual Women’s Day event at Bonanza Hall to celebrate women. 
 
Seniors: 
Provided funding to Fourth Creek Community Association for their Seniors Lunch Program which is part of their Commu-
nity Engagement Programming. Provided funding to Gordondale Community Hall for their Seniors Strawberry Tea which 
was attended by more than 60 seniors, and this program is part of their Community Engagement Programming. 
 
 
 

2017 Activity Highlights 

Community & Economic Development 
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Families: 
There are a many different organizations that are provided external funding through the FCSS grant to facilitate the fol-
lowing programs: 

 Positive Discipline Parenting Workshop at Savanna School facilitated by the Grande Prairie YMCA. 
 Central Peace Early Childhood Coalition STEAMbox program. 

 STEAMbox encourages and guides parents to engage in meaningful, mindful and intentional play at 
an early and critical period in children’s lives.  STEAMbox kits are distributed in partnership with lo-
cal libraries. 

 Saddle Hills County has partnered with Central Peace FCSS to coordinate the annual Christmas Hamper Pro-
gram and delivered these hampers to County residents in need. 

 
Community: 
The County has provided external funding to the Fourth Creek Community Association  and Gordondale Community Hall 
for their Community Engagement Programming that includes: 

 Fourth Creek Community Kitchen 
 Fourth Creek Fitness Classes 
 Fourth Creek Drop-in quilting and craft times 
 Gordondale Seniors Strawberry Tea 
 Gordondale Christmas Potluck & Bingo 
 Gordondale Family Engagement Nights 

 

SADDLE HILLS COUNTY NON-PROFIT SESSIONS 

Saddle Hills County coordinated 3 non-profit development sessions in fall of 2017, with 6 additional sessions to be pro-

vided in 2018.  These sessions were facilitated by Alberta Culture and Tourism and Community Futures Grande Prairie, 

and the attendance varied from 5 to 20 participants. These sessions helped strengthen our local non-profits so that they 

are better able to carry out the good work they do within the County.  

COMPUTER TRAINING SESSIONS 

Saddle Hills County has partnered with Fourth Creek Community Association to provide monthly computer training ses-

sions on the last Tuesday of each month. The County initially partnered with Peace Region Internet Society (PRIS) to pro-

vide this computer training service for the our residents. Later in the year, the Fourth Creek Community Association 

partnered with the County to continue these sessions to our residents. The County has been very grateful for the part-

nership between the Fourth Creek Community Association to ensure everyone has the opportunity to learn. 

HOME SUPPORT SERVICES PROGRAM 

In October 2017, Saddle Hills County implemented Policy CD01 Home Support Services Program.  This program is availa-

ble to seniors, adults and families who may be recovering from treatment, illness, surgery, dealing with loss or grief of a 

loved one, or experiencing complications or difficulty coping. This Home Support Services Program is based on income 

and utilizes a sliding scale for fees, with invoicing to the client completed on a monthly basis. 
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CHILDCARE SUBSIDY PROGRAM 

Since 2014, Saddle Hills County has offered a unique Childcare Subsidy Program to residents and non-resident employees 

of Saddle Hills County. The purpose of this program is to assist Saddle Hill County residents in obtaining affordable child 

care services so residents are able to obtain employment. 

This program is available to families that have children under six years old, who are self-employed business owners 

(home-based, commercial or farm families), and those who are employed or are attending a post-secondary institution 

full-time. Applicants can apply to receive the Childcare Subsidy for medical reasons if they supply the County with sup-

porting documentation.  

HAMLET OF WOKING—HOUSING & LOT DEVELOPMENT 

The County had previously entered into an agreement with Jandel Homes to encourage development and, as a result, 

additional lots were subdivided and developed in 2016. The Agreement with Jandel Homes expired in 2017 and was not 

renewed. In November 2017, Council decided to consolidate County owned lots in Woking and place them up for sale.  

Council also decided to retain lot 24 for the County’s future use and complete required drainage elevation works on oth-

er lots in Woking. Jandel Homes has been granted first right of refusal on the sale of County owned lots until December 

31, 2018. 

YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP SESSIONS 

Saddle Hills County coordinated facilitators from Community Futures Grande Prairie and Agriculture Financial Services 

Corporation (AFSC) Spirit River office to provide information on the following topics to students at Savanna School: 

What is Entrepreneurship? Are you an entrepreneur?  

RURAL VENTURES CO-OPERATIVE 

The County received Community and Regional Economic Support (CARES) funding for a feasibility study into a rural ven-

tures cooperative.  This feasibility study was completed in 2017 by Community Futures Grande Prairie and provided valu-

able information on opportunities available within the County and strategies that could be developed.  The final report 

was accepted for information by Council in 2018. 

Business ideas Business planning Starting a business Marketing your business 

 Generating business ide-
as 

 Understanding gaps 
 Following your passion 

 How to write a plan, 
 Vision, 
 Mission 
 Market research  

 How to get started 
 Financing 
 Operations 

 Marketing your business 
 Methods and tools 
 Social media  
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WEED INSPECTIONS  

In 2017, there were 7 seasonal employees appointed as weed 
inspectors, 406 weed inspections were completed in the 
County. Out of those inspections, 119 of those reported nox-
ious or prohibited noxious weeds. Absinth Wormwood, a early 
detection rapid response (EDRR) species, was found in the 
County and was treated. Follow up to these inspections will be 
completed in 2018.  
 
On May 26, 2017 Saddle Hills County hosted Authorized Assis-
tant Training with Clear Hills and Big Lakes County sending 
their weed inspectors for the day. 
 

WEED NOTICES 

There were 42 quarters received weed notices in 2017. A 
handful of them had weed notices issued to the land owner 
and the occupant which resulted in over 50 weed notices be-
ing issued. The plants associated were scentless chamomile, 
orange hawkweed and burdock. As a comparison, 5 weed no-
tices were issued in 2016 and 1 was issued in 2015.  Enforce-
ment action was required in several areas of the County.  

 
The County was able to communicate with 
ratepayers quite extensively. The ASB staff ad-
dressed inquiries and reports of issues within 
the County on a day-to-day basis. Increased 
awareness of all programs had decreased the 
number of weed complaints at the municipal 
level from 58 to 42. A new “Agriculture” sec-
tion was developed on the website which 
speaks to our program areas and provides per-
tinent information to our Ratepayers.   

OUTREACH & EXTENSION SERVICES 

The Board works closely with the Peace Country Beef & 
Forage Association (PCBFA) to promote extension ser-
vices in the County. Collaboration has been important 
with other not for profit invasive species organizations to 
facilitate an oil and gas best practices guide for Alberta 
which focuses on Clubroot. 
 

PEST INSPECTIONS  

Virulent Blackleg  and Clubroot were inspected for in 25 
canola fields with 1 in the Happy Valley area testing posi-
tive for Virulent Blackleg, no Clubroot was found in the 
County; but Clubroot was confirmed in several fields in 
the Big Lakes and the MD of Greenview No. 16. There 
were 25 wheat samples taken for Fusarium Gramineari-
um testing with 3 positive hits, one of which was previ-
ously located by Alberta Agriculture in 2016.  
 

PEST NOTICES 

Thousands of dirty rig mats were being cleaned at a loca-
tion north of the Bonanza Store. In order to mitigate the 
threat of Clubroot in Saddle Hills County, 38 truckloads of 
mineral soil debris were hauled to the secure landfill site 
and buried under two meters of fill. 
 

HERBCIDE APPLICATION 

Blanket roadside spraying occurred on 1,143 kilometers 
of roadside in 2017 compared to 562 kilometers of road-
side being 
treated in 
2016. 

ASB seasonal staff 

attending a parade to 

promote “Destroy 

Daisies” which is an 

initiative that 

promotes the 

eradication of scentless 

chamomile in the 

County.  
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LIVESTOCK 

In 2017, two Livestock production courses were held and 17 people attended. There was also a significant uptake of the 
Veterinary Services Incorporated (VSI) program in 2017 with 15 new applications. As part of the VSI program, the Man-
ager of Rural Development was involved with 3 vet visits in both Fairview and Dawson Creek. The Livestock Protection 
manual has been updated and is now available on the County’s website.  

 
ROADSIDE MOWING 

All County rights of way were mowed through a contract which began on July 17, 2017 in the West ½ of the County and 
was completed on August 23, 2017. County infrastructure, such as tower sites, fire halls and transfer stations were also 
mowed by the contractor or completed in house. 

 
LANDSCAPING 

At the County Complex, there were several deciduous trees planted as well as perennials within the newly built flower 
beds. Haskap shrubs were ordered to be placed near the flag poles on the east side of the County Complex. 
 
Council also requested that the Saddle Hills County signs receive a beautification treatment. Each of the 4 Saddle Hills 
County signs had “Welcome To” added to them; as well as landscaping bricks and perennials added to the bases of the 
signs in order to create a more welcoming aesthetic sign for folks entering and leaving the County. 

 

For more information please contact our Agricultural Coordinator at the County office at (780) 864-3760 or visit the 

Alberta Agricultural and Forestry website for the  Agricultural Pests Act, Soil Conservation Act, Weed Control Act & 

Regulations as well as the Alberta Invasive Plant Identification Guide. 
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PROGRAM & ACTIVITY GRANTS AMOUNT 

Groove Fitness $   2,098 

Goodwill Quilters $   2,500 

Fourth Creek Fitness / Spirit River Active Aging $   1,000 

Savanna School Snack Committee $   2,000 

Savanna School Grade 7/8 Edmonton Class Trip $   3,000 

Spirit River Regional Academy – Grade 6 Class Trip $   3,000 

Savanna Creations $ 25,000 

Spirit Arts Dance Society $   5,000 

Ste. Marie School $ 20,000 

Town of Spirit River (1) $   1,500 

Town of Spirit River (2) $   1,623 

Bonanza & District Agricultural Society $   3,195 

Gordondale Community Club $   1,300 

Kinette Club of Spirit River $   5,000 

Rycroft Municipal Library $   1,200 

Savanna Minor Hockey $   4,000 

Spirit River Seawolves Swim Club $   7,500 

Woking Communities in Bloom $ 10,000 

TOTAL $ 98,916 
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OPERATING GRANTS AMOUNT 

Woking Skating Rink Association $   2,443 

Bay Tree Community Park Association $      383 

Blueberry Mountain Goodwill Society $ 14,775 

Bonanza & District Agricultural Society $ 28,875 

Cotillion Butte Recreation Society $   7,010 

Fourth Creek Community Association $   6,017 

Gordondale Community Club $   5,786 

Gundy Community Rec Society $   4,875 

Savanna Agricultural Society $ 40,275 

Silvery Valley Community Club $   4,275 

Westmark Farmer's League $  5,56 5 

Woking Willing Workers $   5,663 

Happy Hour Club of Spirit River $   2,000 

Rycroft Agricultural Society $ 10,000 

Rycroft Arena Fundraising Board $ 10,000 

Spirit River Settlement Historical Society $   2,000 

Town of Spirit River $ 44,300 

Friends of Rycroft Community Hall Association $   6,000 

Rycroft Merry Pioneers $   2,000 

TOTAL $ 202,242 

CAPITAL GRANTS AMOUNT 

Town of Spirit River  $   3,561 

Silver Valley Community  $   4,500 

Mile Zero Roping Club  $   4,500 

St. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church  $   4,960 

Bay Tree Community Recreation Society  $   6,000 

Gundy Community Recreation Society  $ 11,660 

Woking Willing Workers  $ 14,950 

Bonanza Bring It Society (up to)  $ 20,000 

Spirit River Settlement Historical Society  $ 25,000 

Westmark Farmer's League  $ 50,000 

Savanna Agricultural Society  $ 50,000 

Rycroft Ag Society  $ 30,000 

Gordondale Community Hall (up to)  $ 20,000 

Bonanza & District Agricultural Society  $ 75,000 

Fourth Creek Community Hall (up to)  $ 50,000 

Saddle Hills County (equestrian study) (up to)  $ 50,000 

Blueberry Mountain Goodwill Society  $ 35,000 

TOTAL $ 455,131 

Cotillion Campground & Park 
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TOTAL  $ 39,339,210  

  

Administration $      261,300  

Irrigation & Landscaping at Complex $      160,000  

Server Room A/C $          6,500  

Staff Lunchroom Improvements $        24,000  

Custom Parade Trailer $        15,800  

Ford Expedition Eddie Bauer $        55,000  

  

Medical Services $      300,000  

 G5 Medical Clinic $       300,000  

  

Protective Services $  3,287,000  

Fire Hall – Woking $     321,000  

Fire Hall – Savanna $     332,000  

Savanna Fire Hall Construction $  2,520,000  

AFRRCS Network Improvements $     101,000  

Air Lifting Bags $         6,000  

Portable Fire Pump $         7,000  

  

Recreation $     569,500  

Peace River - Boat Launch $       50,000  

Cotillion Park - Power Line $     350,000  

Cotillion Park – Expansion $       50,000  

Hilltop Lake Playground Replacement $       55,000  

Woking Playground Replacement $       64,500  

  

Assessment $       35,000  

Jeep Wrangler Replacement $       35,000  

  

Information Technology $       88,000  

SRV Host 2 (Server Replacement) $      20,000  

SRV Host 2 (Server Replacement) $      25,000  

Backup system $      33,000  

Records Management $      10,000  
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Water $ 19,331,783  

Bonanza & Ksituan Water Treatment Plants  $      191,443  

Reservoir & WTP Improvements – Bonanza $      639,591  

Reservoir & WTP Improvements – Ksituan $      444,591  

Gravel around dugout & landscaping – Bonanza $      100,000  

Gravel around dugout & landscaping – Ksituan $      100,000  

Concrete around Bonanza WTP $        40,000  

Concrete around Ksituan WTP and truck fill $        40,000  

WTP Upgrade and Clear Well Expansion - Woking $   1,556,000  

Pump and accessories $         80,000  

Savanna Water Project $ 12,750,000  

Potential Rural Potable Waterline Bay tree to Bonanza Project $   3,132,158  

GMC 2500 Sierra Replacement $        40,000  

Cement Pad for Truck Fill Ksituan $      100,000  

Line Locator $        20,000  

Woking WTP FOB System $        80,000  

Water Valve (C.I.B) $          8,000  

Bonanza & Ksituan WTP Straddle Stacker $        10,000  

  

Economic Development $       50,000  

Woking Development Project  $         50,000  

  

Solid Waste & Sewage $  3,412,554  

Sanitary Sewage Lift Station Upgrade – Woking $       502,980  

Sewage Lagoon (engineering) $       100,199  

Blueberry Landfill (construction) $    2,200,000  

Blueberry Landfill (engineering) $       205,040  

Transfer Station Upgrades $       173,812  

Bonanza Transfer Station Utility Vehicle $         14,000  

Gundy Transfer Station Improvements $      165,000  

Woking Oil Recycling $        30,000  

Woking Transfer Station - Tire Storage $        21,523  

  

Engineering & Infrastructure $11,726,973 

Gravel/Plow Truck $     239,850  

Sander, Wing Plow $       73,000  

Gravel Pup $        38,500  

Tridem $        38,500  
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Engineering & Infrastructure (continued)  

Gravel Pup $         38,500  

Lowboy $         95,000  

BF #75359, SW 6-81-11-W6 $       384,557  

BF #71657, Engineering Design Only SW 11-80-8-W6 $        288,837  

BF #77071, Engineering Design Only SW 30-79-7-W6 $       526,822  

Henderson Creek Road Re-alignment $       100,000  

BF #77763, NW 8-83-9-W6 $         22,687  

BF #09510, Engineering Design Only SE 36-76-13-W6 $       100,000  

TWP 822 $         90,318  

Gundy Connector Study $       112,066  

GMC 2500 Sierra Replacement $         40,000  

GMC 2500 Sierra Replacement $         40,000  

CAT Grader 140M2 AWD Replacement (upgrade) $       514,206  

CAT Grader 140M2 AWD Replacement $       471,891  

CAT Grader 140M2 AWD Replacement $       471,891  

CAT Grader 140M2 AWD Replacement $       471,891  

CAT Grader 140M2 AWD Replacement $       471,891  

CAT Grader 140M2 AWD Replacement $       471,891  

CAT Grader 140M2 AWD Replacement $       471,891  

Freightliner Cab/Chassis 1145D Insurance Replacement $       149,100  

Brushing Head for Excavator $          75,000  

RR 72 Upgrade – Engineering $       130,000  

Tandem Axle 20' Trailer $           9,000  

Water Tanker Trailer Replacement $         50,000  

Tri Axle Single Wheel Trailer Replacement $         21,000  

16 FT Enclosed Trailer w/ Steamer $         40,000  

BF #74437 $       790,000  

BF #78845 $       375,000  

BF #86168 $       280,000  

Blade for Skid Steer $           5,500  

Broom for Skid Steer $           7,000  

Chuck Blade for Mini Hoe $           7,000  

RR 102 Upgrading $       627,000  

RR 102 Paving $    1,192,000  

RR 134 Upgrade $    1,783,000  

Mack Cab/Chassis Replacement $       155,260  

2018 Capital Budget 

Saddle Hills County         2017 Annual Report 
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Engineering & Infrastructure (continued)  

Wobbly Packer $          15,312  

Wobbly Packer $          15,312  

Grader Windrow Eliminator $          26,000  

Snow Gate $         20,000  

Road Construction - NE 17-79-9-W6 $         85,000  

Road Construction - NE 1/2 -19-82-7-W6 $         90,000  

Tri Axle Gravel Truck Replacement $       205,300  

  

Agriculture $      277,100  

Ford F250 Longbox Replacement $         45,000  

Ford F250 Longbox Replacement $         45,000  

GMC 2500 Sierra Replacement $         40,000  

Sprayer Replacement $         50,000  

Dodge/5500 Cab Chassis (Spray Truck) $         70,000  

C-Can  $           5,000  

Quad with Winch $          12,600  

Zero Turn Mower $            9,500  

2018 Capital Budget 

Saddle Hills County         2017 Annual Report 

*Please note that some projects may be contingent on a provincial grant approval. 



 

 



 

 

Saddle Hills County 

Junction of Highway 49 and Highway 725 

RR#1 Spirit River, Alberta 

T0H 1G0 

Tel 780-864-3760 

Fax 780-864-3904 

For more information on County 

projects and programs visit our 

website at: 

www.saddlehills.ab.ca 

Saddle Hills County Staff 

Spring 2017 
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