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tion, or build your dream home, we can help 

Saddle Hills County is situated in the Central 

Peace Region of northwestern Alberta 

along the southern banks of the Peace Riv-

er. The County has a diverse agricultural 

community and deposits of natural gas and 

oil. 

Saddle Hills County is also home to a di-

verse agricultural community which pro-

duces crops which include: pulses, cereals, 

canola, legumes as well as bison, elk, goats 

and sheep. The most common livestock is 

cattle with an estimated of 26,429 head. 

The County’s strategic location provides 

easy access to three major airports: Grande 

Prairie, Fort St. John and Dawson Creek. 

Rail service is available nearby. 

Two major road corridors (Highway 49 and 

Highway 2) run through the County offering 

access to the Northwest Territories, British 

Columbia as well as Central and Southern 

Alberta. 

Whether you are hoping to start a business, 

expand your current operation, or build 

your dream home, we can help you. 

If you just want to settle back and enjoy the 

outdoors, from the majestic Peace River to 

our campgrounds and lakes in the northern 

boreal forest … we welcome you with open 

arms. 

WELCOME 
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MESSAGE FROM THE REEVE 
OUR REPORT TO YOU 

Saddle Hills County had a constructive year in 2019 and we are 

pleased to have accomplished a great deal on issues which our 

ratepayers have told us matter to them. 

Our Roads 

Always our top priority, our road network received considerable 

investment in 2019 with some major rehabilitation and con-

struction along with our annual gravelling, grading and dust con-

trol programs. The County replaced a total of 143 culverts in 

2019 and completed four major bridge files. 

All-in-all through our ambitious road program, our staff put in a 

strong performance and contributed significantly to Council’s 

goal of maintaining a top-notch road system for farmers, indus-

try, and the public. 

Better Communications 

We invested a meaningful amount of time, effort and work into 

improving cell service in several areas of the County and our 

continued partnership with TELUS paid dividends through the 

construction of new towers and the installation of new state-of-

the-art equipment on another. 

Our Seniors 

One of our proudest achievements of 2019 was the Supportive 

Living Long Term Care facility which was approved by the Alber-

ta Government and will be funded by Provincial and Federal 

Governments along with Saddle Hills County and the other G5 

municipalities. 

Rural Potable Water Initiative 

Our Rural Potable Water Initiative made some major strides 

forward with the successful completion of the Bonanza-Bay Tree 

water line. The process of installing service lines to residences 

and businesses along the line began and is expected to be com-

pleted in 2020. 

In addition, we completed the reservoirs and broke ground on 

Savanna Water Treatment – a project which we are hoping will 

be complete in the fall of 2020. 

Our Firefighters 

In 2019 we were proud to officially open the Savanna Firehall 

and continue on our commitment to our volunteer firefighters 

to provide them with the best premises, equipment and sup-

port. Work was almost completed on the new Woking Fire Hall 

which is expected to open in 2020. 

Improved Utilities 

The Woking Water Plant Upgrade was com-

pleted, including the construction of a new 

clear well which will increase the amount of 

potable water stored at the plant for distribu-

tion to Hamlet residents. The project has pro-

vided increased electrical efficiency, new and 

more efficient distribution pumps,  an upgraded raw water fill 

pipeline and improved electrical control systems. 

Intermunicipal Collaboration 

To ensure that any of our planning decisions are made collabo-

ratively with adjoining municipalities, the County completed 

Intermunicipal Agreements and Intermunicipal Collaboration 

Frameworks with our neighbours. 

Spring Lake Campground 

In August of 2019 the County acquired the lease for the 

campground, the boat launch and the day use areas of the 

Spring Lake Campground enabling it to be re-opened. Along 

with our other campgrounds it is a tremendous asset for the 

County and we look forward to welcoming campers, fishers and 

hikers in 2020. 

Municipal Agricultural Disaster Declaration 

The County was quick to declare a Municipal Agricultural Disas-

ter on November 5th in support of our crop farmers. The decla-

ration came after a very wet fall and early snow causing much of 

the county to remain unharvested. The declaration was a show 

of support to farmers and a gateway for the county to lobby 

federal and provincial governments on behalf of farmers. 

Our Community Organizations 

Council’s support for the Community Organizations which are so 

important to community life in the County continued in 2019 

with financial grants to community groups throughout every 

region of the County as well as assistance in the construction of 

new community halls in Fourth Creek and Gordondale. 

Financial Prudence and Sustainability 

As always, Council exercised prudence in maintaining the Coun-

ty’s financial sustainability. Our primary concern remains the 

present and future ability of our Agricultural Producers and In-

dustry Partners to thrive in Saddle Hills County.  

Reeve Alvin Hubert 



5 

C
o

u
n

ci
l 

2019 Saddle Hills County Council:  

Back Row (l to r) Councillors Lawrence Andruchiw, Willis Fitz-

simmons, Ed Armagost, Ken Titford and John Moen. Front row: 

Deputy Reeve Kristen Smith, Reeve Alvin Hubert. 
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SADDLE HILLS COUNCILLORS & WARDS 

WARD 1 

Councillor  

Ken Titford 

WARD 2 

Reeve  

Alvin Hubert 

WARD 3 

Deputy Reeve  

Kristen Smith 

WARD 4 

Councillor  

Ed Armagost 

WARD 5 

Councillor  

Willis Fitzsimmons 

 

WARD 7 

Councillor  

John Moen 

WARD 6 

Councillor  

Lawrence Andruchiw 
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BOARDS & COMMITTEES 
Governance & Leadership 

 Audit Committee 

 Central Peace Assessment Review Board 

 Strategic Planning Committee 

 Intermunicipal Collaboration & Planning Committee 

 Intermunicipal (G5) Economic Development Advisory Committee 

Municipal Services 

 Agricultural Service Board 

 Agricultural Appeal Committee 

 Central Peace Emergency Management Committee (CPREM) 

 Central Peace Regional Waste Management Commission 

 G5/Central Peace Medical Clinic Committee 

 Central Peace Medical Services Corporation 

 Grande Spirit Foundation 

 Peace Library System Board 

 Saddle Hills County Municipal Library Board 

Environmental Stewardship 

 Municipal Planning Commission 

 Subdivision & Development Appeal Board 

Community Development 

 Community Development Advisory Committee 

 Industry Liaison Committee 

 Central Peace Recruitment & Retention Committee 

 Environmental Advisory Committee to International Pa-

per 

 Forestry Issues, Weyerhaeuser Ainsworth, Canfor 

 Grande Prairie Regional Tourism Association 

 Mighty Peace Watershed Alliance 

 Northern Alberta Elected Leaders 

 Northern Alberta Mayors and Reeves Committee 

 Northwest Species at Risk Committee 

 Peace Air Shed Zone Association 

External 

 Peace Regional Water Study Committee 

 Peace Region Economic Development Alliance, North-

west Transportation Advisory Bureau 

 Peace Valley Conservation, Recreation and Tourism 

Society 

 Seniors Assisted Living Committee 

 V.S.I Service (1980) LTD. 

 Water North Coalition 
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Our Organization 

Responsibilities 

Council is responsible for provid-

ing overall governance for our 

community including establishing 

municipal service levels, approving 

the annual budget and local taxa-

tion levels.  

 

Council has seven members and is 

headed by the Reeve. The Reeve is 

the Chief Elected Officer (CEO) 

and is elected from within Council.  

It is the Reeve's responsibility to 

chair all Council meetings and 

speak on behalf of Council and the 

community. 

Along with its participation on a va-

riety of regional boards and com-

mittee Council appoints a number 

of local boards and committees to 

advise and assist it in its governance 

role. 

 

Council provides direction to its Ad-

ministration through the Chief Ad-

ministrative Officer (CAO). The CAO 

is responsible for the overall admin-

istration of the County and for ad-

vising and making recommenda-

tions to Council on matters concern-

ing the municipality. 

Governance 

Saddle Hills County provides ser-

vices and operations as deter-

mined by policies, priorities and 

programs established by the elect-

ed Council. 

Cary Merritt was appointed 

Chief Administrative Office (CAO) on 

August 14, 2019. “We are pleased to 

welcome Cary to his new duties and 

responsibilities as CAO and we look 

forward to working together for the 

future of the County, “said Reeve 

Alvin Hubert.  

“The County has taken important 

strides forward in the last few years 

and we are confident that Cary will 

help us to build on our successes,” 

says Hubert. Merritt joined the Coun-

ty in 2014, and has served as Director 

of Corporate Services since 2016.  

Prior to coming to Saddle Hills Coun-

ty, Merritt developed extensive expe-

rience in both 

the munici-

pal and private 

sectors.  

“I’m looking 

forward to tak-

ing on the chal-

lenges of my 

new position 

and look forward to serving Sad-

dle Hills County,” said Merritt, add-

ing,  

“I know Council has some very signifi-

cant and important initiatives and 

goals to achieve and I know that, 

working together, we can achieve 

those objectives.”  

Cary Merritt Named Chief Administrative Officer 

- Organization Chart - 
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On March 7, 2019, then-Minister of Energy and MLA for Dunve-

gan- Central Peace, Marg McCuaig-Boyd announced the approv-

al, by the provincial government, of up to $24 million for a Sup-

portive Living and Long-Term Care Facility in Spirit River. 

  

Seniors Built This Community 

The project is planned to include 52 supportive living and 40 

new and renovated lodge spaces in Spirit River. “The seniors 

built this community and deserve to retire and age in their com-

munity,” said McCuaig- Boyd.  

 

Collaborative Project 

The project will be funded by Provincial and Federal Govern-

ments along with Saddle Hills County and the other  G5 munici-

palities. 

 

Reeve Alvin Hubert thanked the members of the Board of the 

Grande Spirit Foundation, the public non-profit organization 

representing 12 municipalities in the Grande Prairie area com-

mitted to providing senior citizens, low income families and 

individuals with appropriate and efficient housing and support 

services.  
 

Unique Partnership 

A needs assessment by the G5 municipalities concluded more 

lodge spaces and supportive living spaces were required in the 

region. Grande Spirit Foundation deemed the building of this 

supportive living project to be one of its highest priorities.  
 

This project represents the first time that Alberta Health Ser-

vices and Grande Spirit Foundation have partnered to provide 

supportive living and long-term care in one facility.  

Unique Inter-municipal Partnership 

Supportive Living, Long Term Care Facility Approved  

*The G5 is made up of Saddle Hills County, the Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133, Birch Hills County, Town of Spirit River, and Vil-

lage of Rycroft  

Representatives of the G5 municipalities -Left to Right: Gerald Manzulenko, Reeve, Birch Hills County, Allan Georget, Mayor, 

Town of Spirit River, Lawrence Andruchiw, Councillor, Saddle Hills County, Kristen Smith, Deputy Reeve, Saddle Hills County, 

(rear) Stan Bzowy, Councillor, MD of Spirit River No. 133, Alvin Hubert, Reeve, Saddle Hills County, Minister of Energy and MLA 

Marg McCuaig-Boyd, (rear) Councillor Ken Titford, Saddle Hills County, Councillor Elaine Garrow, MD of Spirit River No. 133, 

(rear) Councillor Ed Armagost, Saddle Hills County, Councillor Denise Skoworodko, Town of Spirit River, Councillor Deanne 

Wendland, Birch Hills County, Councillor Denise Joudrey, Birch Hills County, (rear) Councillor Willis Fitzsimmons, Saddle Hills 

County, Diahann Potrebenko, Mayor, Village of Rycroft (rear) Councillor Tammy Yaremko, Town of Spirit River, Reeve Tony van 

Rootselaar, MD of Spirit River No. 133, Councillor John Moen, Saddle Hills County Councillor Herman Sellin, Town of Spirit River, 

Councillor Harry Ezio, Town of Spirit River.  
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Departmental Responsibilities 

 Finance Budget 

 Long Term Planning 

 Insurance/Asset Management 

 Human Resources 

 Grants 

 Financial Reporting for:  

 - FCSS 

 - Library Board 

 - Waste Commission 

 Assessment 

 Project Development 

 Records Management (Assist) 
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2019 Financial Statements 
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Departmental Responsibilities 

The Operations Department is responsible for the construction and 

maintenance of roads, bridge/culverts, drainage ditches, and technical 

services. 

 Roads & Bridges 

 Facilities Grounds Maintenance 

 Aggregate Fleet Management 

 Surface Storm Drainage (Hamlet) 

 Surface Water Management (Roads) 

 Water Treatment Plants 

 Rural Water 

 Wastewater 

 Solid Waste 

 Waste Transfer Stations 

 Landfills 

 Project Development 
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Major Highlights 

Some of the highlights include:  

 

 Road Rehab Program 33% complete  

 Gravelling 99% complete  

 Dust control Complete  

 Culvert replacements 143 culverts*  

*Including Road rehab and approach upgrades  

 
Bridge Files  

 BF 86322 (SE 04-80-07-W6)  

- Complete  

 BF 78845 (NW 04-79-10-W6)  

- Complete  

 BF 86168 (NW 06-80-07-W6)  

- Complete  

 BF 74437 (SW 23-80-07-W6)  

- 60% complete  

 
Construction Projects  

 Turning lane Hwy 725 & Twp. Rd. 811  

- 99% complete  

 Rge. Rd. 72 Reconstruction  

- 50% complete  

 Twp. Rd. 824 Complete  

 Rge. Rd. 102 Asphalt Paving  

- Complete  

2019 Activities Highlights 

Twp. Rd. 811  
Turning lanes were added to the intersection of Hwy 

#725 and Twp. Rd. 811.  

Busy Year For Operations Team  

Major Projects Summary  

The operations department worked hard in 2019 to 

complete this year’s road program despite challeng-

ing weather.  

Crews worked hard keeping roads 

clear through a challenging winter. 



32 

2019 Activities Highlights 

 

Fourth Creek Pit Road  

Crews fixed the corner of the road into the Fourth Creek gravel pit.  

Rge. Rd. 72  

Crews completed the reconstruction of Rge. Rd. 72 south of the green zone in 2019 

Major Road Projects 
In addition to the repair and replacement of hundreds of culverts, many of 

which were damaged during the flooding in the spring 2019, the Opera-

tions team completed an ambitious road construction and reconstruction 

program which included the Fourth Creek Pit Road, Rge. Rd. 72 south of 

the green zone, and the construction of turning lanes on Twp. Rd. 811. 
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2019 Activities Highlights 

Savanna Water Treatment Plant 

In 2019 Saddle Hills County completed the reservoirs for the new Savanna Water Treatment Plant and 

broke ground on the construction of the plant.  

The project is expected to be complete in the fall of 2020.  When completed the new plant will provide po-

table water to a Truck Fill which will be located adjacent to the plant reducing the amount of distance, 

time, effort and cost for area residents in filling their potable needs. 

Rural Water Initiative 
In 2019 the water line from the Bonanza 

Water Treatment Plant to the Bay Tree 

Truck Fill was completed paving the way 

for service lines to residences and busi-

nesses along the line to begin.  

The project is expected to be completed 

in 2020. Each year Council considers pos-

sible expansion of the Rural Potable Wa-

ter Initiative based on a number of fac-

tors.  

If Council deems the responses from an 

area within the County to represent suffi-

cient public demand and the project 

meets Council’s other criteria in the poli-

cy, they may decide to include a new 

water line expansion to that area in the 

following year’s budget. 
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2019 Activities Highlights 

1 m3 = 264.172 US gallons m3 

Woking Water Treatment Plant  
The upgrade to the Woking Water Plant was com-

pleted in 2019. The project included:  

 Construction of a new clear well   

 Increased electrical efficiency 

 New and more efficient distribution pumps 

 An upgraded raw water fill pipeline 

 Improved electrical control systems 
 

The upgrade is expected to increase the amount 

of potable water stored at the plant for distribu-

tion to Hamlet residents and increase the efficient 

operation of the facility.  

Bonanza To Bay Tree Water Line  

In 2019 the water line from the Bonanza Water 

Treatment Plant to the Bay Tree Truck Fill was 

completed paving the way for service lines to 

residences and businesses along the line to 

begin. The project is expected to be completed 

in 2020. 

Water for our present …  

… and our future 

Transfer Station Customers By 

Location 
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Departmental Responsibilities 

The Planning and Information Systems Department is responsible for 

ensuring the orderly, responsible and sustainable development and use 

of land within Saddle Hills County. 

The department is also responsible for managing and maintaining the 

County's network of communications towers and managing the Coun-

ty's efforts to ensure the best available options are available for broad-

band technology available to residents, businesses and industry. 

 Planning & Development 

 Municipal Planning Commission 

 Safety Codes 

 GIS 

 Information Technology 

 Project Development 

 Communications Towers 
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2019 Activities Highlights 

The County’s nine Utility Communications Network 

towers provide infrastructure for wireless service 

providers to offer their services by leasing space 

and installing their equipment.  Several new ten-

ants in 2019 began using these towers.   

To further maximize services to residents and in-

dustry the County continues to partner with TELUS 

to build two new TELUS towers in the County and 

to co-locate on the County’s Sneddon Creek tower.  

The new TELUS towers are expected to be con-

structed and operational later this year.   

One will be in the Blueberry Mountain area and the 

other near Bay Tree.  The co-location on the Sned-

don Creek tower was completed and started 

providing mobility services in December, 2019.   

These initiatives allow for better mobility coverage 

and more options for rural internet services.   

Progress On Council’s Commitment  

Towards Broadband Improvements 

The County entered into two new 

Intermunicipal development plans.  

One with Birch Hills County and 

the other with the Municipal Dis-

trict of Spirit River.   

These documents help to align de-

velopment on either side of the 

municipal boundaries.   

The Provincial Government re-

quired that all municipalities that 

share boundaries are required to 

have such a plan, unless the lands 

on either side of the borders con-

tain entirely Crown land. 

Further, Intermunicipal Collabora-

tion Frameworks with each neigh-

bouring municipality were entered 

into by the end of 2019.   

These documents take a close look 

at all of the services each munici-

pality provides and explore the op-

portunities for shared services that 

will create efficiencies. 

Planning and Development 
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2019 Activities Highlights 

Applications 2018 

Residential $2,596,000 

Public Use $8,484,500 

Industrial/Commercial $1,138,500 

Oil/Gas  $51,635,000 

Tower $412,000 

TOTAL $64,266,000 

Comparative Development Permit Applications By Construction Cost* 

*Estimated project costs *Estimated project costs 

Applications 2019 

Residential $8,025,250 

Public Use $77,000 

Industrial/Commercial $2,196,676 

Oil/Gas  $44,470,289 

Tower $1,634,350 

TOTAL $56,403,565 
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2019 Activities Highlights 

Value Of Development Permits Issued Per Year 
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2019 Activities Highlights 

Value Of Development Permits Issued Per Year  
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Departmental Responsibilities 

The Community & Protective Services Department has a broad range of 

responsibilities which cover everything from fire departments, enforce-

ment and regional emergency planning, to recreation, campground and 

parks maintenance, health and safety and facilities management 

 Fire Departments 

 Enforcement 

 Facilities Maintenance 

 Community Recreation Program 

 Project Development 

 Health & Safety 

 Risk Management 

 Campgrounds & Parks Maintenance 

 Regional Emergency Planning 
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New Savanna Fire Hall Opened 

The new Savanna Fire Hall was officially opened in February 

of 2019. It represents another achievement in Council’s com-

mitment to provide Saddle Hills County fire fighters and first 

responders with the best in equipment, training and facili-

ties. 

Woking Firehall Construction Begins 

The tender for construction of the new Woking Fire Hall was 

awarded in February and the hall was under construction for 

most of the year. Completion was expected in the first quar-

ter of 2020 with the department taking over the premises at 

that time. 

Campgrounds 

Seasonal maintenance was performed at Hilltop Lake and Co-

tillion Campgrounds using an improved campground inspec-

tion procedure using GIS software. Campground Expansion 

projects progressed with information gathered being present-

ed to Council for discussion. 

In August of 2019 Saddle Hills County acquired the lease for 

Spring Lake Campground and the campground was re-opened 

2019 Activities Highlights 

Trail Plan 

Research was begun in 2019 to help establish a database of 

existing trails in the County. Before proceeding with the larger 

strategic goal of developing the County’s trail system, an in-

ventory of current trails will help assess and determine current 

and future needs. 
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2019 Activities Highlights 

*Peace Officer’s focus may change from year to year. Occurrences include complaints, stops, warnings and tickets issued. 
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Departmental Responsibilities 

The Community and Economic Development Coordinators are responsi-

ble for facilitating and promoting economic development in order to 

support healthy communities, economic diversification and population 

growth. 

The Rural Development Coordinator is responsible for managing weed 

and pest control, animal health, soil erosion, and water conservation 

programs as well as vegetation management on all County rights of 

way. 

 Inter-municipal Initiatives 

 Community Development 

 Economic Development 

 FCSS 

 Project Development 

 Rural Development 
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2019 Activities Highlights 

A series of four workshops 

were held in January of 

2019 providing training in 

critical areas as identified 

by local businesses.  

A total of 34 participants 

from 27 Saddle Hills County 

businesses attended the 

workshops. 

A feasibility study was commissioned into possibility 

of a fertilizer manufacturing facility to convert natu-

ral gas to urea - a nitrogen-based fertilizer. The Coun-

ty secured a $25,000 grant from Community and Re-

gional Economic Support program (CARES) to support 

the feasibility study. 

A public opinion survey of 60 farmers and ranchers 

operating in Saddle Hills County investigated current 

business obstacles and what economic initiatives 

they would support.  In addition, a public opinion 

survey of 30 Woking and 39 Bay Tree households 

clarified community values and housing needs.   

The Economic Development Strategic plan update 

and the Housing Incentive report were both complet-

ed and presented to Council. 

Administration has been asked by Council to look in-

to Affordable Housing Incentives including a County-

wide Rental Property Grant program focused on ren-

ovation and construction costs and a regional Growth 

Areas Grant proposal that emphasizes predevelop-

ment funding.  

ATCO gas, Birch Hills Gas Co-op, and Central Peace 

Natural Gas Co-op were consulted in anticipation of 

the SHC Natural Gas Survey.  

Economic Development 

The ‘Small Business Saturdays’ workshops for local businesses held in January 2019 were very popular. 

Small Business Saturdays 



45 

2019 Activities Highlights 

Community Development 
FCSS Funding For County Residents 

In 2019, FCSS provided $86,934.18 in indirect funding to the following agen-

cies in the Saddle Hills County:  

 

In 2019 Family and Community Support Services FCSS indirectly funded the 

following agencies to develop programming for Saddle Hills County residents: 

Peace Wapiti School Division Liaison Program  - $20,034.90 

Bonanza Playschool for programming  - $8352.00 

Savanna Playschool for programming  - $5,000.00 

Woking Playschool for programming  - $1,200.00 

Woking School for town clean-up  - $194.28 

Central Peace Early Childhood Coalition  - $34, 658.00 

Fourth Creek Community Engagement  - $15, 920.00 

Bussing for Fourth Creek Community Kitchen - $1,575.00 

TOTAL      - $86,934.18 

Childcare Subsidy 

Since 2014, Saddle Hills County has 

offered a unique Childcare Subsidy 

Program to residents and non-

resident employees in order to assist 

them in obtaining affordable child 

care services.  

The program is available to families 

who are self-employed business 

owners (home-based, commercial or 

farm) and those employed or attend-

ing post secondary institutions. Ap-

proximately 14 families and 18 chil-

dren benefit from the program.  

In 2019 Council changed the eligibil-

ity from six years of age to the start 

of Grade 1. 

In 2019 the program represented an 

investment of $56,169.38. 

Events For County Residents 
The following events were organized by Community Development for the residents of Saddle Hills County: 

Actual Enrollment Numbers  2019:  BONANZA—68  SAVANNA—109  WOKING—41 

• Seniors Event in Woking 

• Fourth Creek Association for Community Engagement  

• Service Canada Training session 

• International Women’s Day in Westmark 

• FCSS Funded Agency Outcome Measures Training 

• Babysitting Basics at Bonanza School 

• Career Day with Savanna, Bonanza and Woking Schools 

• Music, Pretend and Movement Preschool at Savanna 

and Bonanza  

• Visit Our Own Back Yard 

• Christmas Hamper Program 

• Photo Contest 
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2019 Activities Highlights 

ASB Annual Report Highlights 
In May of 2019, the Rural Development De-

partment hired Riley Nooy as Agricultural Fore-

man. Candace Dolen was re-appointed as the 

Chair of the Agricultural Service Board (ASB) 

and Adam Fitzpatrick was re-appointed as the 

Vice-Chair.  

Over 1,200 hectares of County Right-of-Way 

was sprayed in 2019 following the County’s 

three-year spray rotation.  

All County Rights-of-Way also received a shoul-

der cut with additional passes where needed. 

Two separate releases of Bio-control for Cana-

da Thistle were released in the County.  The 

goal of the bio-control is to build up the popu-

lation then re-release into no spray zones and 

environmentally sensitive areas. In-field pest 

reports and inspections revealed that the ex-

tremely high population of grass-hoppers had a 

minimal impact on crops and pastures overall, 

but damage was evident. With over 30 surveys 

for Clubroot and Blackleg respectively – no pos-

itive Clubroot tests were found and very low 

levels of Blackleg.  

Over 1.300 weed inspections were conducted 

in 2019. The majority of the issues found within 

the County were Scentless Chamomile, Yellow 

Toadflax and Orange Hawkweed.  

2019 was an exciting year for extension! In ear-

ly February a producer was hosted in Savanna 

focusing on the Canadian Agriculture Partner-

ship Program. On June 6th, Rural Development 

hosted an Open House BBQ in Gundy. In Au-

gust, a Spray Workshop was hosted focusing on 

nozzle sizing, speeds and spray patterns and 

different types of application needs.  

Lastly, in November Rural Development hosted 

a Livestock Health Workshop in Blueberry fo-

cusing on Wildlife diseases, vaccines and nutri-

tion. 

Weed inspections 

Weeds  
in Saddle Hills 

County—2019 

Scentless Chamomile Yellow Toadflax Orange Hawkweed 

In 2019, 57 weed notices were issued resulting 

three enforcements, 



47 

2019 Activities Highlights 
Kids’ Agricultural Innovation Fair 

Canadian Young Farmer Forum 

The County sponsored Adam and 

Terri Fitzpatrick to attend the Canadi-

an Young Farmers Forum (CYFF) in 

Toronto. Each year, Saddle Hills 

County sponsors a young farm family 

to attend the event. 

CYFF is the national organization 

affiliated with 11 provincial and terri-

torial organizations.  

Young Farmers from across Canada 

have the opportunity to connect with 

their peers at the provincial level 

through the independent provincial 

organizations or by attending the 

CYFF’s national young farmers con-

ference which brings young farmers 

from each province together ..  

On August 24, 2019 the County 

hosted the first Kids’ Agricultural 

Innovation Fair. Students from 

around the County were invited to 

submit projects highlighting agricul-

tural innovation.  

The judges were impressed with 

the quality of the projects and the 

thinking and the hard work that 

went into them. They had a difficult 

time choosing but the grand prize 

was awarded to Otto Fitzpatrick for 

his Manure Combine. 
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2019 Activities Highlights - Grant Programs 

Saddle Hills County Council supports community groups through a variety Grants Programs  
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2019 Activities Highlights - Grant Programs 
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2020 Budget Highlights 

Saddle Hills County’s budgetary process is transparent, rigorous and 

follow generally accepted Canadian auditing practices. The resulting 

Financial Statement appears on pages 11—29 of this Annual Report. 

The following pages give a broad overview of some of the key elements 

of the 2020 County budget 

 Operating Revenue 

 Municipal Property Tax Revenue 

 Operating Expenses 

 Capital Budget 

 Capital Projects 

 Operating Expense Composition 

 Tax Trends 
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2020 Budget Highlights 

2020 Municipal Property Tax Revenue—$34,840,731 
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2020 Budget Highlights 

2020 Capital Budget $18,424,780 

*Other includes: Administration, Council, Medical Services, IT,  Utility Communications Network, 

Community Development & Economic Development 

2020 Operating Expenses $50,632,980 

 



53 

2020 Budget Highlights 

** Figures include all of the tax rates (Municipal, School & GSF) so the fluctuation is the School tax and the non-residential 

fluctuates more than the farm/residential. M&E is not subject to School tax.  

* 

 Write offs include possible Provincial Grants, amount due to PERC application and amounts due to COVID-19. 

-Discounts are the tax discount this year at 10.35% 

* 

** 
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2020 Capital Projects  

* Carry over—Projects which commenced in prior year(s) 

 ADMINISTRATION/COUNCIL   

 County Roadside Welcome Signs *   $        334,600  

 Records Management Software *   $          80,000  

 Total   $        414,600  

  

 PROTECTIVE SERVICES   

 Savanna Fire Hall Construction *   $          25,000  

 Woking Fire Hall Construction *   $        120,000  

 Blitzfire  Ground Monitor - Happy Valley   $           5,500  

 Portable Pump(s)   $          26,100  

 Radar Signs (2)   $          15,000  

 Water Proof Tower and add Waterline - Bonanza   $          13,600  

 New Vehicle (SH79 is reassigned to Savanna Fire Dept.) - Fire    $          50,000  

 Total   $        255,200  

  

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT   

 G5 Medical Clinic *   $          25,000  

 Total   $          25,000  

  

 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY/COMMON SERVICES   

 Large Format Scanner (from EDP plan)   $          10,000  

 Network Server (from EDP plan)   $        100,000  

 Total   $        110,000  

  

 ENGINEERING & INFRASTRUCTURE   

 BF 71131- SE 16-76-7-W6 Westmark Bridge *   $        180,000  

 BF 74437- SW 23-80-7-W6 *   $        852,500  

 Bonanza Drainage Ditch *   $          20,000  

 Henderson Slide - RR 131 Construction *   $          30,000  

 Rebuild - RR 72 (Northmark road to previous rebuilt section) *   $        738,000  

 RR 102 – Upgrading and Paving *   $        229,000  

 RR 134 – Upgrade *   $     3,098,280  

 TWP 822 - 1 km to gravel pit*   $          20,000  

 Sergeant Creek Slide-RR 135 *   $          30,000  

 Turning Lanes - HWY 725 to TWP 811 East *   $          69,000  

 Grader 4 Wobbly Packers - Operations   $        112,000  

 Intersection Improvement on TWP 784 & Hwy 49   $          30,000  

 New Pavement for Pillsworth Salt Shed   $           5,000  

 Road Construction on RR 63 from TWP 810 to TWP 804   $          25,000  

 TWP 791 - from RR131 west 1 km   $          25,000  

 RR72 from TWP 775 to TWP 774   $          67,000  

 Sign Rack for Flatbed - Operations   $           7,000  

 SH 67-2013 Chev Silverado 2500 - Operations   $          40,000  

 SH 68-2013 Chev Silverado 2500 - Operations   $          40,000  

 SH 70-2013 Kenworth - Operations   $        292,500  

 SH 109-2019 F150 XLT Enterprise - Operations   $          40,000  

 SH 110-2019 F150 XLT Enterprise - Operations   $          39,000  

 SH 111-2019 F150 XLT Enterprise - Operations   $          40,000  

 BF 76014 – SE 03-81-11-W6    $          30,000  

 Total   $     6,059,280  
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2020 Capital Projects 

* Carry over—Projects which commenced in prior year(s) 

 WATER   

 New Vehicle (SH63 is going to Auction) - Environment Services   $          40,000  

 Reservoir & WTP Improvements-Bonanza *   $          37,600  

 Rural Potable Waterline-Bonanza to Bay Tree Project *   $     1,960,000  

 Savanna Water Project *   $     7,885,000  

 WTP Upgrade and Clear Well Expansion - Woking *   $        245,000  

 Ksituan Reservoir Pumping Project (design & engineering)   $          40,000  

 Rural Waterline 2020   $          50,000  

 WTP Operators-Ksituan Vehicle - Environment Services   $          40,000  

 WTP Operators-Savanna Vehicle - Environment Services   $          40,000  

 Total   $   10,337,600  

  

 WASTE WATER   

 Bonanza Waste Water Lagoon Project *   $          15,000  

 Savanna Waste Water Lagoon Project *   $          50,000  

 Waste Water Lagoons (Engineering) *   $          80,000  

 Total   $        145,000  

  

 COMMUNITY/RECREATION   

 Cotillion River Access *   $          20,000  

 Cotillion Campground* (Const & Repairs for Existing Loop)   $        101,100  

 Savanna Toboggan Hill Amenities   $          15,000  

 Spring Lake Campground Capital Request   $        350,000  

 Total   $        486,100  

  

 COMMUNITY/ECONOMIC Development   

 SH 112-2019 F150 XLT Enterprise - Economic Development   $          40,000  

 Total   $          40,000  

  

 SOLID WASTE   

 Blueberry Landfill (engineering) *   $          40,000  

 Total   $          40,000  

  

 AGRICULTURE    

 Blasting Magazine - Rural Development   $          79,500  

 Hydro Seeder   $          42,500  

 SH 66-2013 Chev Silverado 2500 - Agriculture   $          40,000  

 Total   $        162,000  

  

 UTILITY COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK   

 Replacement of Radio System - Common Services   $        350,000  

 Toal   $        350,000  

  

 TOTALS   $   18,424,780  
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2019 Bursaries To Local Students 

On Tuesday, August 13, 2019, Saddle Hills County awarded $21,500 to local students through the 2019 Saddle Hills County 

Bursary Program. Two students also qualified for the Northern Alberta Development Council (NADC) Bursary. 

 

Recipients included: 

Tymea McCarlie. Tymea plans to attend Grande Prairie Regional College (GPRC) to study psychology with eventual plans to 

earn her MA and PhD in Criminology. 

Matthew McNaught. Matthew is planning to study Soil Science at University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon 

Rylan Bourassa. Rylan will be attending Olds College to study Agriculture and Heavy Equipment. 

Cheri Urness. Cheri is attending Athabasca University to study Nursing. 

Brayden Boychuk. Brayden plans to study Agricultural Marketing at Olds College. 

Jordan Sanregret. Jordan is attending Athabasca University and is studying to be a Registered Nurse (RN) 

Absent: Haley McNaught, is attending Thompson Rivers University, studying Communications, and playing volleyball. Moi-

ra McRann is enrolled in the University Transfer Program at GPRC studying Education. 

- Bursary Recipients - 

Tymea McCarlie Matthew McNaught Rylan Bourassa 

Cheri Urness Brayden Boychuk Jordan Sanregret.  

* Deputy Reeve Kristen Smith is seen in each photo making the presentations on behalf of Council. 
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January 2019  

Small Business Saturdays 

Seminars for local businesses were held at 

the County Complex. 

January 2019  

APWA Trade Show 

Saddle Hills County hosted the Alberta Pub-

lic Works Association Trade Show 

February 2019  

Savanna Fire Hall Grand Opening 

The new Savanna fire hall was officially 

opened on February 5th, 2019 

February 2019  

Woking Open House 

Council held the first of it’s four open hous-

es in Woking on February 12th, 2019. 

March 2019  

Agricultural Producers Supper 

The County hosted a special event for local 

farmers in Gundy on March 1, 2019. 

March 2019  

International Women’s Day 

On March 8, 2019 the County hosted a 

special dinner at Westmark Hall. 
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March 2019  

Hired Equipment BBQ 

The County hosted a special BBQ for hired 

equipment operators on March 15, 2019. 

April 2019  

Bonanza Open House 

The County hosted an Open House in Bo-

nanza on April 15, 2019. 
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May 2019  

School Visit 

Andrew Hicks helped out at a 

school  visit on May 28, 2019 

at the County Complex. 

June 2019  

Agricultural Services Board BBQ 

Agricultural Foreman Riley Nooy (left) and Rural Development 

Coordinator Dessa Nicholson helped host the ASB BBQ on June 6, 

2019 in Gundy. 

June 2019  

Seniors Day in Woking 

The County celebrated Seniors Day at the 

Woking Hall on June 6, 2019. 

June 2019  

Westmark Hall Opening 

Reeve Alvin Hubert was on hand for the grand 

opening of the Westmark Hall which was held on 

June 8, 2019. 

June 2019  

Staff Appreciation Day 

Council organized a special Staff Apprecia-

tion Day at Chinook Golf Course on June 21, 

2019. 
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July2019  

Rycroft Parade 

Council and Staff participated in the annual Rycroft Pa-

rade on July 6, 2019. 2019. 
July2019  

Bonanza Parade 

Council and Staff worked together to prepare the 

float for the annual Bonanza Parade on July 20, 
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August 2019  

Chepi Sepe Days Parade 

CAO Cary Merritt and his wife Caroline helped 

celebrate Chepi Sepe Days in Spirit River on 

August 10, 2019. 

August 2019  

Happy Valley Open House 

Council and Staff hosted an Open 

House in Happy Valley on August 8, 

2019. 

August 2019  

Savanna Parade 

Council and Staff decorated and rode in the Savanna Parade dur-

ing the annual Fall Fair and Bench Show put on the Savanna Ag 

Society. 

August 2019  

Kids Innovation 

Fair 

A special Kids’ Innova-

tion Fair was held at 

the County Complex 

August 24, 2019. 
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September 2019  

Leaders of Tomorrow 

Reeve Hubert and Staff Andrew Hicks 

and Tracy Lapping greeted students at 

the door for the annual event. 

October 2019  

Fourth Creek Hall 

The Grand Opening of the 

Fourth Creek Hall on Octo-

ber 26, 2019 was well-

attended 

December 2019  

Christmas at the County 

The annual event was a big 

hit. 
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The Wilderness is Our Back Yard 


